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E-HEADLINER
HOW HAS THE PANDEMIC CHANGED YOUR
WORSHIP HABITS?
COVID-19 affected the ways in which we worship.
Many congregations responded by offering ways to
gather online, and this shift will change how worship attendance is counted and then reported to the
Yearbook Of"ice.
All Church of the Brethren congregations—whether
they offer online worship or not—are encouraged
to complete this "ive minute survey.
Survey results will guide denominational staff as
we improve Yearbook forms and the ways in which
we collect worship attendance. We also hope to
better understand how our congregations have responded to the pandemic
Please complete the survey by September 10. Results will be announced in a future report. Thanks for your participation!
Go to the survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/COVID-19-worship-habits.
If you have questions, contact Jim Miner, Yearbook Specialist, at (800) 323-8039, ext. 320, or yearbook@brethren.org.
DISTRICT RESOURCE CENTER – LABOR DAY WEEKEND
The Virlina District Resource Center will be closed beginning at 6 p.m. on Friday, September 3, 2021 for the Labor
Day Weekend. We will reopen at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
NORTHERN AREA MINISTERS MEETING – SEPTEMBER 13, 2021
The Northern Area Ministers Association of the Virlina District of the Church of the Brethren will be holding their
meeting at Camp Bethel beginning with breakfast on Monday, September 13, at 8:30 a.m. The program will feature the annual “State of the District” commentary by the District Executive Minister, David K. Shumate.
WORLD HUNGER GOLF TOURNAMENT - SEPTEMBER 18, 2021
The World Hunger Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday, September 18, at Westlake Golf and Country Club.
Tee time is 1 p.m. This is an 18-hole four person Captain's Choice Tournament open to men and women of all ages. Entry fee: $65 per person or $250 per team, includes cart and lunch. Individual entries will be paired with a
team if possible. Awards: Gifts awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams. Additional prizes for longest drives and
closest to the pin. Download an entry form at <www.worldhungerauction.org>. Contact Chris Myers at (540) 4202647 or chrisnjo@gmail.com or Adam Flora at (540) 798-4206 or maf6q@hotmail.com.
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PRAYING FOR PEACE - SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
The Annual "Prayer for Peace" Service will be held on Sunday, September 19, 2021, at 3 p.m. This event will be
held outdoors at the Hollins Road Church of the Brethren picnic shelter. The featured speaker will be Eric Landram, pastor of the Lititz Church of the Brethren in Lititz, PA. Eric is a graduate of Bridgewater College and has
spoken at National Youth Conference, Roundtable, National Young Adult Conference and many other events. Special music will be provided by Andy Duffey, pastor of Antioch Church of the Brethren, and friends.
The 2021 theme is "Weltschmerz." This is a German word that literally means "world-pain." Many of us have
spent the past eighteen months in a state of weariness. This is related to how we hope the world would be as opposed to how we see it differ from our ideals. Participants will gain a better understanding of how Jesus leads us
to peace even in the midst of grief over world events and dif"icult circumstances. Individually packaged refreshments will be offered. Please save the date and plan to attend! For more information, please contact Mary Sink
St.John at (540) 352-1816 or virlina2@aol.com.
SOUTHERN AREA MINISTERS MEETING – SEPTEMBER 20, 2021
The Southern Area Ministers and Spouses of the Virlina District of the Church of the Brethren will be holding their
meeting at the Christiansburg Church of the Brethren on Monday, September 20, at 6:00 p.m. Reservations for the
meal should be made with Narlene Dulaney of the Christiansburg Church by e-mail at dul64nar@aol.com or by
telephone at (540) 230-6063 no later than Thursday, September 16.
We are pleased to have Paul Mundey, immediate past moderator of the Annual Conference, with us to provide the
program. Paul was the longtime pastor of the Frederick (MD) Church of the Brethren and formerly served as denominational evangelism staff person.
CHRISTIAN GROWTH INSTITUTE – ROANOKE CENTER
The next class, to be held at the Roanoke, Oak Grove, will be HISTORY OF THE CHURCH, taught by Tim Harvey.
Textbooks are The Story of Christianity, Justo L Gonzalez (Revised and Updated version, 2010), volumes 1 and 2.
131 Christians Everyone Should Know, Mark Galli and Ted Olsen, editors. Please note the dates and times for this
class. The class dates are October 3, 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.; October 23, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.; November 14 and 21, 1:30
to 5:30 p.m. Please note the corrected dates. Tuition for the class will be $100.00 and students are responsible for
purchasing the necessary textbooks which can be found on Amazon.
For more information or to obtain a registration form please contact Donna Hornsby, CGI Coordinator by telephone at (540) 266-0733 or by e-mail at dshornsby912@gmail.com. Make checks payable to VIRLINA DISTRICT
and mail with the registration form to arrive by September 17, 2021 to: Donna Hornsby, 420 Bluebell Lane, Apt.
304, Roanoke, VA 24012. CEU credit is available for ordained ministers taking the class.
PILGRIMAGE: A FAITHQUEST FOR ADULTS – OCTOBER 8-10, 2021
Pilgrimage: A FaithQuest for Adults will be held October 8-10, 2021 at Camp Bethel. Pilgrimage is a spiritual retreat for adults of all ages, and God is working through this ministry in wonderful ways. The structure of the
weekend includes talks, small groups, fun times, inspiring worship services, and much more. God knows where
we are on our spiritual journey and meets us right there. Whether you need peace, or joy, or forgiveness, or encouragement, or hope, or revival, or a little extra time with Him...He gives more than we even desire. It is dif"icult
to put into words how wonderful the weekend is. The only way to truly understand what Pilgrimage has to offer
is to experience it! Prayerfully consider if this is your year to attend. If you would like more information, go to
www.experiencepilgrimage.com or contact Karen Haynes at (336) 765-5263 or haynesmk1986@yahoo.com.
VIRLINA DISTRICT CONFERENCE – NOVEMBER 12-13, 2021
The 2021 Virlina District Conference will be held Friday, November 12- Saturday, November 13 at Grandin Court
Baptist Church on 2660 Brambleton Avenue in Roanoke, Virginia. Friday night’s featured speaker will be the
2022 Annual Conference moderator, Dave Sollenberger.
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We plan to hold worship and business sessions in person, though we are unable to provide details of the conference at this time. The Program and Arrangements Committee, chaired by Moderator Greg Fleshman of Mount Union Church of the Brethren, has been monitoring the CDC guidelines as well as watching the current climate of
potential COVID cases and its variants in our region. The Program and Arrangements committee is committed to
providing a safe and meaningful conference experience for all attendees.
Pastors and congregations will receive a mailing in August which will include details of the conference, registration forms for delegates and meal and age group information. The Virlina District website, www.virlina.org has a
District Conference tab that details conference plans and/or changes as soon as they are updated. The September
2021 HEADLINER, currently being prepared, will also include all "inalized plans and information. Please contact
Mary St. John, Director of District Conference, Nurture and Witness, virlina2@aol.com or (540) 362-1816 with
questions or concerns.
BRETHREN ACADEMY FOR MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP CLASSES
The Shape of Ministry in a High-Tech World will be offered on October 13, 22-24 and November 3, 2021. This
seminar-style course will explore the relationship of ministry to technology and investigates the practical tools
that exist to enhance ministry. The class participants will examine the responsible engagement of these digital
tools in the work of serving God’s people as ministers of the Gospel. Dan Poole will be the instructor of this Zoom
course. The deadline to register for this course is September 17, 2021.
The Brethren Academy is offering an intensive travel course, A Place of Refuge: Ministry in an Urban Context,
January 3 - 13, 2022. This course will take place in Atlanta, GA, with Josh Brockway as instructor. Josh is the director of spiritual formation and co-coordinator for Discipleship Ministries for the Church of the Brethren.
Those who enroll for Continuing Education or Personal Enrichment will be learning alongside TRIM and EFSM
students as well as graduate students, who will be engaged in their own version of the course, taught by Bethany
faculty member, Dan Poole. Anyone taking the course for continuing education credit (CEU) will earn 2 credits.
This course will explore the ministries of faith-based groups in metro Atlanta, exposing students to a variety of
styles and strategies for addressing the complex issues of ministry in urban contexts.
To help with the cost of the course, the Brethren Academy will reimburse each Academy student $300 of their
travel expenses.
Due to the nature of this course, space is limited. The Academy has "ive (5) spots available. The registration
deadline is November 1; but don't delay!
Questions about taking an Academy course for CEU's or personal enrichment may be directed to Academy Director, Janet Ober Lambert at oberlja@bethanyseminary.edu or (765) 983-1820.
MINISTERS AND SPOUSES RETREAT RESCHEDULED FOR 2022
The Virlina District Ministers and Spouses Retreat has been rescheduled and is hoped to be held on February 2526, 2022 at the W.E. Skelton 4-H and Conference Center located at 775 Hermitage Rd, Wirtz, VA 24184. Steven J.
Schweitzer, Academic Dean and Professor at Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond, Indiana, will lead the
event. The focus is "Science Fiction and Theology."
This event provides .6 CEU credits for ordained or commissioned ministers. The cost of the event is $150 for couples (or double occupancy), $100 for single occupancy and $50 for commuters (meals included). A registration
form/brochure will be forthcoming.
2022 ANNUAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION
We have normally sent these items to pastors and church board chairpersons in the yearly Pastoral Compensation and Bene"its letter for budget building. However, due to the lateness of the meeting date for the Program and
Arrangements Committee, we are just now obtaining this information and are forwarding it through the EHeadliner.
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Registration Fees
The Program and Arrangements Committee has set the registration fees for the 2022 Annual Conference in Omaha, Nebraska. They are:
Advance Registration:
$310 – Delegate
$130 – Non-Delegates Adult – Full Week
$40 – Non-Delegates Adult – Daily
$30 – Post-High School to Age 21 – Full Conference
$10 – Post-High School to Age 21 – Daily
$0 – Current high school and younger – Free*
$0 – Active Brethren Volunteer Service worker**
On-Site Registration:
$385 – Delegate
$165 – Non-Delegates Adult – Full Week
$50 – Non-Delegates Adult – Daily
$50 – Post-High School to Age 21 – Full Conference
$15 – Post-High School to Age 21 – Daily
$0 – Current high school and younger – Free*
$0 – Active Brethren Volunteer Service Worker**
*registration fee for age group activities still apply
**active on project
Convention Center, Hotel Rates and WiFi
Conference will meet at the CHI Convention Center in Omaha, Nebraska. There are two hotels in our Conference
Block: the Hilton Omaha and DoubleTree. Our Annual Conference Room Rate will be $106 plus tax (18.16%) for a
total of $125.25 per night. Parking fees at the Hilton Omaha are: Self-parking: $15 daily overnight, $3 per hour,
$21 daily overnight valet parking. At the DoubleTree they are: complimentary parking in the Central City Garage
(adjacent) and $10 daily in the First National Bank garage (attached). Basic wireless internet is complimentary for
all registered Hilton Honors members (free registration to become a member). Annual Conference registration
and housing reservations will open on Tuesday, March 1.
Date
Annual Conference will be held Sunday, July 10 – Thursday, July 14. Please note that it is a different daily schedule
than we’ve had recently.
Please advise Debbie Noffsinger at dnoffsinger@brethren.org or Rhonda Pittman Gingrich, the Annual Conference
Director at RPGingrich@brethren.org if you have any questions.
BRETHREN VOLUNTEER SERVICE NEEDS WORKERS
With COVID-19 guidelines in place, Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) is excited to host another upcoming inperson orientation experience at Camp Brethren Heights in Rodney, Michigan, for Fall Unit #330 from October 3 22, 2021.
Applications are still being accepted through September 3, 2021. We encourage all applicants 18 years and up to
apply, even retirees.
BVS provides a number of bene"its: housing and food, transportation to and from your project site, medical insurance, the option of loan deferment, valuable professional and technical experience, spiritual formation, and much
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https://www.brethren.org/bvs/volunteer/?
utm_source=Church+of+the+Brethren&utm_campaign=3515"bb8a5ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT NEEDED
The Williamson Road Church of the Brethren in Roanoke, Virginia is seeking a part-time Administrative Assistant. The position is for Tuesdays through Fridays. Flexible hours are an option (9-1 or
10-2). There may be occasional overtime. Experience with standard of"ice equipment and computer skills including Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Publisher, and Excel is required. Applicants must
have excellent oral and written communication skills. The ability to multitask, complete work on
time, proofread and edit is expected. The position requires working alone and working closely with
the pastor, church leaders, and other staff as time and circumstance require. Promptness, honesty,
and dependability are a must. If you have interest, please send resume to pastor@wcrob.roacoxmail.com or lindavarn84@gmail.com.
COMMUNITY YARD SALE AT SML CHURCH - SEPT. 10-11, 2021
The Smith Mountain Lake Community Church of the Brethren will be holding a yard sale on September 10 and 11, from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. In addition to there being many "treasures" to buy, there will
also be hot dogs and other food items available. Tables can be rented for $10 per day, per table if
you would like to sell your own items. To reserve a table, please call (540) 721-1816. All updates
and pictures of items will be shared via the event's page on Facebook: Yard Sale at SML FB Event
Page.
PETERS CREEK FALL BAZAAR - OCTOBER 16, 2021
The Women's Fellowship of Peters Creek Church is holding a Fall Bazaar on Saturday, October 16,
2021 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm with a variety of vendors who will have many items to sell making
this a great time to shop! Breakfast and Lunch items will be available for purchase while we will
hold to the current CDC guidelines and protocols. Spaces for rent are still available and if interested
you may register by contacting the church of"ice at (540) 562-4346. If no answer, please leave your
name and phone number for a return call.
THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE E-HEADLINER IS PROJECTED FOR SEPTEMBER 18, 2021.

