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Calendar of Events 
 

 

 

September 2025  

September 1  DCR Closed (Labor Day) 

September 2  DRC closed—Staff Website Training 

September 6-14  Camp Bethel Director on Vacation (HMJ) 

September 6  9:00am Executive Committee Meeting (DLR)  

September 8  8:00am Northern Area Ministers Meeting (DLR) 

September 9  6:00pm Nurture Meeting (AFH) 

September 10  9:00am ACTS Summit (DLR) 

September 13  3:00pm Fraternity’s Anniversary Celebration (DLR) 

September 15  6:00pm Southern Area Ministers Meeting (DLR) 

September 17  11:00pm Camp Bethel Golf Tournament (DLR, HMJ) 

September 20   9:00 am District Board Meeting (DLR, AFH, KDM) 

September 24  3:00pm District Office Staff Meeting 

September 26 6:00pm Peace Affairs and Race Committee Meeting 

   (AFH) 

September 27 2:00pm Jeters Chapel’s 150th Anniversary (DLR) 

September 30  District Conference Delegate Registration  

   Due 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2025 
October 3  3:00pm Commission on Ministry (DLR) 

October 4   Heritage Day @ Camp Bethel (HMJ) 

October 7  7:00pm Disaster Response Meeting (AFH) 

October 12 9:30am Peters Creek’s Pastoral Installation (DLR) 

October 13-15  CODE/COBi Training (DLR) 

October 15-17  Review and Evaluation Committee (DLR) 

October 18 9:00am Monte Vista Visioning Meeting (DLR) 

October 19 11:00am Boones Mill’s 100th Anniversary (DLR) 

October 20 1:00pm Monte De Dios Steering Committee (DLR) 

October 20 5:30pm Buen Pastor Steering Committee (DLR) 

October 28 10:30am Awakening Committee (DLR) 

 

November 2025 

November 1 7:30am  Fall Workday at Camp Bethel (HMJ) 

November 3 1:00pm New Church Development Committee (DLR) 

November 6  VCC Annual Assembly (DLR) 

November 10 9:00am Discipleship and Reconciliation Committee 

   (DLR) 

November 14-15  District Conference (DLR, AFH, HMJ) 

November 17 1:00pm Historical Committee (DLR) 

November 27-28  DRC closed for Thanksgiving 

 



 

L o c a l  I n t e r e s t  

Pastoral Placement 
BETHEL – Part time position, no profile available – David Whitten 

providing pulpit supply mid-August through September. 

BETHANY – Part time position, no profile available (2) – Harvey 

Leddy is serving as interim pastor effective September 1, 2025. 

COPPER HILL – Part time position, profile pending – Horace 

Light Jr. is serving interim pastor. 

DANVILLE, EMMANUEL – Part-time position, no profile available 

– Blaine Compton serving as interim pastor. 

DURHAM, PEACE COVENANT – Part time position, profile cir-

culating (1) – Amber Harris (c), Gary Bauer, Aaron Klink and Mat-

thew Incorvaia serving as an interim pastoral team. 

FERRUM – Part-time position, no profile available – Pulpit supply. 

GERMANTOWN BRICK – Full time position, profile pending – 

Jerry Naff is serving as pulpit supply. 

GREEN HILL - J. Michael Varner has been called as pastor on 

a part-time basis effective August 1, 2025. 

JONES CHAPEL - Part time position, profile circulating (4) – JD 

Morse is serving as interim pastor effective July 1, 2025. 

NEWPORT NEWS, IVY FARMS - Part time position, profile circu-

lating – pulpit supply. 

OLEAN – Plural ministry position, no profile available – Pulpit 

supply. 

PETERS CREEK – Connor M. Ladd has been called on a full 

time basis effective July 15, 2025.   

POAGES MILL – Full or part time position, profile circulating – 

Zach Tabor serving as interim pastor. 

RED OAK GROVE – Part time position, no profile available – 

Enedino Herrera and Annette Hubbard serving as interim pastors. 

ROANOKE, CENTRAL – William “Bill” Hinton Sr. has been 

called on a part time basis effective July 1, 2025. 

SELMA - Part time position, no profile available – Jim Abe serv-

ing as pulpit supply. 

SHELTON - Part time position, no profile available – Ron Flora 

serving as interim pastor. 

SMITH RIVER – Part time position, no profile available – Logan 

Boyd is serving as interim pastor.   

SPRUCE RUN – Plural ministry position, no profile available – 

Dewy Broyles continues as pastor.  Annette Hubbard and Kerry 

Johonson are serving as interim pastors in the shared ministry 

program.  

TOPECO – Part time position, no profile available – pulpit supply. 

VINTON – Part time position, no profile available – Ray Bayse 

serving as interim pastor. 

WEST RICHMOND – Full time position, profile pending – Tracy 

Hartman (NB) is serving as intentional interim pastor effective 

September 1, 2025.  

 

IMPORTANT HEADLINER INFORMATION 

The headliner is changing!  

Due to the rising costs of professional printing and the 
shift to electronic communication as a primary means 
of sharing information, the print headliner will be dis-
continued effective December 31, 2025. The print head-

liner and the E-Headliner will be replaced with a 
monthly email newsletter beginning in January of 
2026. To ensure continuation of communication, 
please email Donita Janney, Office Manager, at 
virlinasecretary@gmail.com with your most up to 
date email address. If you wish to receive a printed 
copy of the electronic newsletter mailed to you, 
please call or email the District Office.  
 

NEW EMAIL FOR HEADLINER AND E-
HEADLINER ITEMS 

If you have congregational or district committee 
news that you would like included in the Headliner, E

-Headliner or posted to the District Website, please 
send to Donita Janney at virlinasecre-

tary@gmail.com. 
 

ORDINATION AND COMMISSION REVIEW 

All ordained and commissioned ministers, and the 
congregations where they are members, should have 
received the five-year credential review forms. If you 
are the Church Board Chairperson, or equivalent, these 
forms have been mailed to your home address if there 
is an ordained or commissioned minister in your con-
gregation. If you have not received these forms, 
please contact the District Office. It is very important 
that these forms be completed and returned to the 
District Office as soon as possible. Ministers whose 
ordinations or commissions have already been ap-
proved have been notified by email. Electronic ver-
sions of the forms are available by email if you have 
misplaced them. If you have questions, please email 
Daniel Rudy at virlina.dem@gmail.com. 
 

VIRLINA DISTRICT TO HOST MATTHEW 18 
HEALTHY CONFLICT AND COMMUNICATION 

WORKSHOP 

The Virlina District Discipleship and Reconciliation 
Committee and the On Earth Peace Assembly will be 
sponsoring a Matthew 18 Healthy Conflict and Com-
munication Workshop on Saturday, January 24, 
2026. Led by Andrew Duffy (conflict transformation 
expert, not Pastor Andy Duffey of Antioch COB) and 
Ewun Benjamin, the Matthew 18 workshop is a start-
ing place toward understanding the conflicts in our 
lives and how to work through them in healthy ways. 
The different parts of Matthew 18 work together. 
Throughout the workshop, we try to see how each 
section helps us to understand how to live together 
as a “church,” particularly when there’s conflict or 
brokenness.  More information about location, meals, 
and registration costs will follow.  



C o n g r e g at i o n a l  N e w s  
New Members 

Jeters Chapel: Wanda Arfan by affirmation of faith 
on August 24, 2025. 
Central COB: William and Carol Hinton by letter of 
transfer from Copper Hill COB on May 1, 2025. 
 

SUMMERDEAN SEEKS PART TIME NURSERY 
WORKER 

Summerdean Church of the Brethren is seeking a 
part-time nursery worker to care for children from 
9:15-12:15 on Sunday mornings. The pay is $15 per 
hour. For a full job description or to apply, please 
email office@summerdean.org. 
 

BOONES MILL CELEBRATES 100  YEARS 
Boones Mill Church of the Brethren is celebrating its 
100th anniversary on October 19 at 10:00 am. There 
will be a time after the sermon for past pastors and 
others to give about a 5-10 minute talk about their 
days at Boones Mill. A booklet is being compiled with 
history, pictures, and memories. If you have memo-
ries to contribute, please mail/email them to Betty 
Manning. She can be reached at theosnow@cos.net 
or by mail at 7280 Wilson Road, Boones Mill, VA 
24065. 
 

JETERS CHAPEL CELEBRATES 150 YEARS 
Jeters Chapel Church of the Brethren is celebrating 
its 150th anniversary on Saturday, September 27, 
from 2-5pm. A potluck meal will begin at 2pm, at-
tendees are asked to bring a meat, dish, dessert, and 
drink. We will have guest speakers, special music, 
and great fellowship.  
 

FRATERNITY CELEBRATES 250 YEARS 
Fraternity Church of the Brethren, located at 3760 
Fraternity Church Rd., Winston-Salem, NC 27127-
8723, will celebrate its 250th congregational anni-
versary on the weekend of September 13 and 14. On 
Saturday September 13, there will be a time of fun 
and games on the Church lawn beginning at 3:00pm, 
followed by a supper at 5:30pm and a celebration at 
6:30pm. On Sunday September 14, the celebration 
will continue with Sunday School at 9:00am, a special 
worship service featuring Brother David Shumate as 
guest speaker at 10:00am and a fellowship lunch im-
mediately following the worship service.  
 

OUR SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILIES OF: 
Angela Asamoah, age 49, of Raliegh, passed away on 
June 9, 2025.  She was an ordained minister and 

member of the Peace Covenant Church of the Breth-
ren. 
 

James “Jimmy” Harvey Garst, age 75, of Roanoke, 
passed away July 9. He was a member of Green Hill 
Church of the Brethren. 
 

Josephine Hollandsworth Alderman, age 86, of 
Floyd, passed away on July 11. She was the mother-in
-law of Stan Hawkins. 
 

Paul Coffman Graybill, age 89, of Troutville, passed 
away on Sunday, July 20. He was a lifelong member 
of Troutville Church of the Brethren. 
 

Jewell May Flora Bowman, age 96, of Boones Mill, 
passed away on Thursday, July 24. She was a lifelong 
member of Bethlehem Church of the Brethren.  
 

Amanda “Mandy” Jane Painter, age 61, of Roanoke, 
passed away on July 27. She was a lifelong member of 
Hollins Road Church of the Brethren.  
 

Callie Beatrice Leftwich Martin, age 91, of Mount 
Airy, passed away June 29.  
 

Russell Wayne Stump, age 64, of Floyd, passed 
away August 7. He was a member of Pleasant Valley 
Church of the Brethren, the Gideons, and former 
moderator at Hiwassee Church of the Brethren. 
 

Tracy Bradbury Clark, age 46, of Floyd, passed away 
on Wednesday, August 13.  She was a member of the 
Laurel Branch Church of the Brethren. 
 

Franklin Douglas Wood , age 83, of Copper Hill, 
passed away on Thursday, August 14. Doug was a 
member of Copper Hill Church of the Brethren. 
 

Richard Hawkins, age 93, passed away August 19.  
He was the father-in-law of Monte Vista and the Way 
pastor Gina Wright-Hawkins. 
 

Doris Quarles, age 88, passed away August 24. Doris 
was the former Associate District Executive and a 
member of the Daleville Congregation. 
 

——Other News & Events—— 
 

VIRLINA DISTRICT WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
The District Women’s Fellowship Fall Meeting 
will be held at Shelter by the Spring at Camp 
Bethel on September 13, 2025 at 10:00am. Reg-
istration begins at 9:00am. Bring a dish for the 
pot luck meal that will follow the meeting. 



D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  i n f o r m at i o n  

~ DELEGATES AND NON-DELEGATES~ 

PRE-REGISTRATION FOR DELEGATES 

A registration form will be mailed to the pastor or contact 
person of every congregation. Please send the completed 
registration form and a check for $30.00 per delegate made 
payable to VIRLINA DISTRICT to Virlina District Office, 3402 
Plantation Road, NE, Roanoke, VA 24012. Registration for 
delegates closes on September 30.  Conference will be held 
at Valley Church, 8100 Angel Ln., Roanoke, VA. 24019. After 
signing in at the registration table, Friday evening or Satur-
day morning, all delegates will receive a district information 
packet.  (On-site lunch requires a separate registration).  

NON-DELEGATE REGISTRATION AT DISTRICT CON-
FERENCE 

Non-delegates will register at the delegate table during the 
scheduled registration times. Limited conference booklets 
and district packets will be available. Children’s and Youth 
activities require a separate registration and fee.   

CONFERENCE BOOKLET 

Booklets will be mailed in October to each congregation.  
Pastors or contact persons are asked to distribute the book-
lets to the delegates.  Delegates should bring their business 
booklets to conference.  The 2023 District Conference 
minutes are published in the 2024 District Conference book-
let, as well as the biographies of persons on the ballot.  
Books are ordered based on how many delegates register by 
the September 30 deadline.  A limited number of books will 
be reserved for non-delegates and officers.     

~MEALS~ 

MINISTERS, SPOUSES, and FRIENDS DINNER – Res-
ervation by October 21 is required! 

The Annual Ministers, Spouses and Friends Dinner will be 
held on Friday, November 14 in a fellowship area at Valley 
Church.  Delegates and friends are invited.  Check-in will 
begin at 4:45 PM and dinner will begin at 5:15 PM.  The cost 
is $15.00/person. Sam Stump and Emily is catering the din-
ner. The guest speaker is Don Fitzkee, 2026 Moderator for 
the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference. Free child-
care is provided on Friday. Children are asked to come with 
a packed supper and drink, and to bring a “show and tell” 
item!    An invitation has been mailed to all congregations 
and will also be on the Virlina District website.   

ON-SITE LUNCH ON SATURDAY – Reservation by 
October 21 is required! 

There will be three choices of boxed lunches for Saturday, 
catered by Camp Bethel.  The cost will be $15. See congrega-
tion packet for more information There are also numerous 
restaurants located near the church.  Lunch is scheduled 
from 12:00-1:15 P.M.  Reservation forms will be sent to each 

congregation by mail.  Meal tickets will be distributed on 
Friday evening and Saturday morning at the registration 
table.     

~GENERAL INFORMATION~ 

EXHIBIT AREA 

The exhibit area will be on the main floor just outside of the 
business and worship space. The exhibits will feature 
Church of the Brethren agencies and show some of the work 
of our Virlina committees and congregations. Exhibits will 
be set up after 3:00 PM Friday and are to be removed by 
2:00 PM on Saturday.  To reserve a space, contact Mary Wil-
son at Mary@broganinsurance.com. 

~ DISTRICT CONFERENCE LOCATION 

VALLEY CHURCH -8100 ANGEL LN, ROANOKE, VA 
24019  

This large facility is easy to located off of I81 at the Hollins 
Exit 146.  All parking is in front of the glass doors entry with 
ample handicap parking spaces. Registration will be to the 
left of the main entrance. If you have registered, you may 
enter through the front doors. 

  ~AGE GROUP ACTIVITIES~ 

Childcare will be available for infants-through 5th grade dur-
ing the Ministers, Spouses and Friends Dinner and during 

Worship Friday (6:45-8:15 PM) 

CHILDCARE: Infants – Pre-K 

Infants through Pre-K during Business Sessions on Saturday 
(8:00 AM – 12:00 noon and 1:15 PM – 3:45 PM.).  Please fill 
out a registration form and return it to the District Office by 
October 21!  

CHILDREN: Kindergarten – 5th Grade 

The Children will be staying on sight. Age-appropriate Bible 
devotions, and lunch.  Please dress children suitable for out-
door and indoor play. Registration forms are online or in the 
conference packet mailed to the churches. Please register by 
October 21! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH: 6TH – 
12TH Grade 

On Saturday, participants, accompanied by a youth leader or 
chaperone, will meet at Camp Bethel by 9:30 A.M.  (Youth 
who need transportation are to meet at Valley Church by 
8:30 A.M.) Camp Staff will lead games, a short hike, an out-
door work projects for camp, and Bible lesson.  Lunch will 
be in the ARK with the children from conference.  Please 
wear appropriate clothing for being outdoors… shoes, 
gloves, and coats.  The cost is $10.00/participant.  Leaders 
from each participating church are needed to help drive and 
chaperone. Registration forms are online and have been 
sent to each congregation.  Please register by October 21! 



C a m p  B e t h e l  N e w s  &  U p d at e s  

CAMP BETHEL WISH LIST 
Amazon wish list can be found at:  
 https://a.co/5qG5JYq 
Sam’s gift cards to help offset food cost for upcoming 
 events  
15-passenger van (2015 or newer) 
Outdoor Storage Shed (used or new) 
Window air-conditioning units 
Refrigerator (full) 
LED light bulbs 
New first-aid supplies 
3’x8’ plyboards for bunks (any thickness or quality) 
Monetary donations are always appreciated and can be given 
at www.CampBethelVirginia.org/donate. Gifts are tax-
deductible! 
 

JOIN US FOR BETHEL BISTRO 
Bethel Bistro is a series of family-friendly events held 
one Thursday evening each quarter from 6:30-8:00pm. 
Each event provides an opportunity for food, fun and 
fellowship! Remaining 2025 Bethel Bistro dates Au-
gust 7 (Guided hike and trail mix bar) and October 16 
(Fall fun and pumpkin carving).  Everyone is welcome 
at Bethel Bistro! RSVP is encouraged but not required. 
 

A DAY AT CAMP 
HOMESCHOOL ADVENTURE DAYS 

Join us the second Wednesday of each month from 
9:00am—3:00pm for A Day at Camp: Homeschool Out-
door Education Days! Each month, children will spend 
a day at camp with dynamic programming, fun activi-
ties, opportunity for fellowship and education about 
the outdoors or a specific portion of camp! Parents are 
welcome to stick around or drop off (parent lunch 
available for $8). This day allows parents an oppor-
tunity for a break and children an opportunity to have 
a day of experiential education outside of their normal 
routine. Join us one month or every month; each 
month will have a different theme and different learn-
ing opportunities.  
 

31st ANNUAL  
CAMP BETHEL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

The 31th Annual Camp Bethel Golf Tournament, a four 
player scramble event, will take place on Wednesday 
September 17 with a 12:30 shotgun start at Ashely 
Plantation Country Club.  The cost is $100 per player 
for a day of semi-competitive fun.  More information 
will follow as we get closer to the tournament date. 
 

41st ANNUAL HERITAGE DAY 
The 41st Annual Heritage Day and Homecoming Festi-
val will be held on Saturday October 4.  Various local 
churches will have food and crafts for sale. This festi-
val is free for everyone to attend and 100% of all sales 
of food, crafts, and activities benefit the programs and 
operations of Camp Bethel in Fincastle.  This is a won-
derful opportunity for fun and fellowship. 
 

3rd ANNUAL TREK-OR-TREAT 
Join us at Camp Bethel' version of Trick-or-
Treating on October 25, 4:00pm to 7:00pm! 
Trek-or-treat (similar to a trunk-or-treat) will 
lead you around camp, on foot, to collect your 
treats and join in the fall spirit! Porches of our 
buildings and popular outdoor areas of main 
camp will be decorated, and friendly faces will 
offer greetings and treats. End your evening 
with a complimentary cup of hot chocolate or 
apple cider at our Ark Dining Hall. We will have 
two visiting food trucks for dinner options. This 
event is free to attend, and all children/
families are welcome! 
Can't join us? 
Donations of candy/treats are welcome to help 
supplement! Feel free to drop off donations 
during our office hours: Monday - Fri-
day  10:00am-4:00pm! 
 

Christmas Together Banquet 
Please consider attending our Christmas TOGETHER 
Banquet for an excellent dinner in our decorated Ark 
Dining Hall followed by a festive-and-fun Christmas 
program. Your $50 gift will provide much-needed year
-end funding for Camp Bethel. E-mail or print and mail 
in your individual, family, class, or congregational res-
ervation by November 27, 2025 to camp-
betheloffice@gmail.com. Forms can be found on our 
website. 
 
SUBSCRIBE TO CAMP BETHEL’S MONTHLY E-NEWS  

www.campbethelvirginia.org/subscribe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

D i s t r i c t  N e w s  &  E v e n t s  

CHRISTIAN GROWTH INSTITUTE  
CLASSES AND EVENTS 

History Of The Church: The history of the church 
class is offered at the district resource center on Octo-
ber 11 & 25, and November 8 & 22, 2025 from 1:00 
p.m. To 5:00 p.m.  Tim Harvey will be the instructor for 
this class.  The fee for this class is $100.00 for a CGI 
student. The cost of the books is not included in the 
registration fee. The required textbooks are The Story 
Of Christianity, volumes 1 and 2 by Justo Gonza lez 
(revised edition © 2010), and 131 Christians Everyone 
Should Know, Mark Galli And Ted Olsen, editors. The 
reading for this class is extensive, and students are 
strongly encouraged to complete the reading in Gonza -
lez, volume 1, prior to the start of the first class 
(chapters 1-2, 5-12, 13-17, 19, 21, 24-28, 30, 32-33). 
The reading guide to accompany this textbook is avail-
able upon request from Tim Harvey 
(pastortim@oakgrovecob.org).  As an ordained minis-
ter you may audit the class and earn CEU’s at a re-
duced rate. This class may be available as hybrid with 
permission. The deadline for registration is Septem-
ber 26, 2025. 
For more information and / or to request registration 
forms for any of these events, please contact:  
Naomi Powers, CGI coordinator, Virlina District 
(540) 483-5555; naomi.powers@gmail.com 
 
DISTRICT WELCOMES NEW OFFICE MANAGER 
The Virlina District is delighted to welcome Donita Jan-
ney as our new full-time Office Manager. A member of 
Nineveh Church of the Brethren in Hardy, Virginia, Sis-
ter Donita brings a strong background in administra-
tive support and office management. She earned her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Management Infor-
mation Systems from Skyline College (formerly ECPI) 
in Roanoke in 2011. Her professional experience in-
cludes roles with Gibson and Associated, MRI Commu-
nity Management (also known as Murry Realty), 
Touchstone Property Management, and Kroger, where 
she developed a broad skill set in officer operations, 
organizational support, and customer relations. Sister 
Donita officially joined the Virlina District team on Au-
gust 18, 2025. 
 

2025 NEW COMMUNITY PROJECT LEARNING 
TOURS – GO. MEET. LEARN. GROW. CHANGE 

YOURSELF – AND YOUR WORLD.  
These trips will take participants of all ages to:   
Nepal in mid-January, 2026 (human trafficking, Hima-

laya viewpoint, Chitwan National Park, NCP support of 
girls and women and environment)  
South Sudan/Rwanda in February 2026 (Africa spirit-
uality and hospitality, NCP support for girls, women 
and reforestation, National Park visit to see the Big 
Five). 
For more information:  
www.newcommunityproject.info/learning-
tours ; dradcliffncp@yahoo.com; 540 855 1199. 
 

NYC 2026 VIRLINA BUS TRIP 
I am beginning to plan for the Virlina Bus Trip for 
2026 and have contacted a couple of bus companies 
for quotes. As I await their responses...I need your 
help! Please contact me at virlinayouthminis-
tries@gmail.com if your youth group is interested in 
taking the bus to NYC. I really need help with attend-
ance estimates and contact information. NYC will be at 
the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park, CO July 18-23, 
2026. For more details on NYC, please visit https://
www.brethren.org/nyc/. Thanks for your help! 
 
DR. DREW HART TO SPEAK IN THE ROANOKE 

VALLEY 
Dr. Drew Hart, author of Who Will Be A Witness?, pro-
fessor at Messiah College and member of the Harris-
burg, First Church of the Brethren will be speaking 
twice in the Roanoke Valley in late September.  
Friday, September 26 at 6:30pm—Dr. Hart will be 
speaking at Roanoke Collete: “Go and Do Likewise”: 
Reparations, Loving Your Black Neighbor, and the 
Work of Healing the Wounds of Antiblackness.  This 
event is sponsored by Central Church of the Brethren, 
Virlina Racial Advocacy Team, and the Roanoke Repa-
rations Group. 
Saturday, September 27 from 10:00am—1:00pm—Dr. 
Hart will be speaking at Oak Grove Church of the Breth-
ren: “The Things that Make for Peace” : Racial Justice 
and the Pathway to Beloved Community.  
Sunday, September 28 at 11:00am—Dr. Hart will be 
preaching during the morning worship service at Cen-
tral Church of the Brethren. This program is in concert 
with the denominations’ Standing with People of Color 
program and is sponsored by Central Church of the 
Brethren, Virlina Racial Advocacy Team, and Oak 
Grove Church of the Brethren. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.newcommunityproject.info/learning-tours
http://www.newcommunityproject.info/learning-tours
mailto:dradcliffncp@yahoo.com


D i s t r i c t  N e w s  &  E v e n t s  

SPECIAL DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The new hours for the District Resource Center are 

Monday through Friday, from 9am until 3pm. 
Lunch will be from noon to 1pm. If you call during 
regular hours and do not receive an answer, please 
leave a message and your call will be returned no 
later than the end of the next business day. If the 
District Resource Center will be closed, announce-
ments will be made through regular district com-
munication channels.  

 Sometime in September, the email addresses for all 
personnel based in the Virlina District Office will 
be changing to @virlina.org addresses. An E-
Headliner special will be sent announcing the new 
addresses after the change.  

 District Staff Meetings have been moved from a 
weekly meeting to meeting on the third Wednes-
day at 3pm every month. As has been previous 
practice, the phone will not be answered during 
monthly staff meetings.  

 
Support for Brethren and Congregations Im-

pacted by Immigration Related Issues 
In an effort to support our congregations who are 
deeply impacted by immigration related concerns, the 
Virlina District, along with four other Church of the 
Brethren Districts are funding the Deportation Defense 
Response project.  As part of that project, the five dis-
tricts, along with the Church of the Brethren  
Intercultural Office and On Earth Peace have hired two 
contract staff persons.  The DDR Coordinator will be 
primarily focusing on interacting with Spanish and 
Haitian Kreyol speaking congregations to assess needs 
and provide support to their pastors.  The DDR  
Educator and Organizer will be working primarily with 
congregations and individuals who while not directly 
impacted, are interested in helping those who are.  
There are several ways to be involved.  One of the 
needs that we have heard from our Hispanic and  
Haitian speaking congregations is legal and mutual aid 
support.  Legal services for our most vulnerable neigh-
bors will ensure these individuals are advocated for 
and their rights are protected.  
We recognize this great need, and we are reaching 
out to congregations with two requests:  
1) We call on congregations to respond to this need 
through special offerings or other fundraising in their 
congregations. Gifts can be sent to the Atlantic South-
east District; contact district executive Beth  
Sollenberger for more information about sending an 
offering to the Deportation Defense Response 

Team: <atlanticsoutheastcob@gmail.com>. Our team 
will distribute monies received to members of the 
church facing immigration challenges who are in need 
of legal support.  
2) We want to connect with any Church of the Breth-
ren lawyer with willingness to help fellow Brethren 
navigate immigration forms and situations, or people 
who aren't lawyers but are familiar with immigration 
law, forms, etc. This could range from consultation to 
representation, pro bono or at reduced cost. Recogniz-
ing that some lawyers with willingness to help may not 
be familiar with immigration law, we are seeking to 
organize a legal orientation session for lawyers who 
want to help. If you can help, please contact Julie Avila, 
Educator & Organizer on the Deportation Defense Re-
sponse Team, at migrantjustice@onearthpeace.org 
The Deportation Defense Response Team will be host-
ing a weekly prayer meeting on zoom beginning on 
Thursday May 29.  The purpose of this prayer meeting 
is specifically to pray for immigrants who are detained, 
for those who are at risk of detention and deportation, 
and for all who are supporting them.  Julie Avila, an 
educator and organizer on the DDR Team, will be lead-
ing this gathering. We also invite you to bring stories, 
experiences, questions, concerns, prayers, poems, and 
liturgy to share during this time if you would like. You 
may also choose to come listen and pray silently with 
us.  For more information, or for a zoom link, email 
Julie Avila at migrantjustice@onearthpeace.org. 
 

INTERIM/TRANSITIONAL MINISTRY ROUND 
TABLE DISCUSSION 

While the future of each congregation is unique for 
every setting, congregations moving through transi-
tions have the opportunity to experience that season 
as a time of transformation and growth. Come to learn 
more about the possibilities of interim ministries, to 
ask questions about ways to navigate transitional 
times, and discuss your current challenges with others 
who share the same journey. JOIN US by ZOOM on 
Thursday, October 23 from 7:30-8:30pm EST.  
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Greetings my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Recently one of my sermons was based on the story of Jesus’ 
visit to Mary and Martha; two sisters with different perspec-
tives. Martha worrying about the logistical and practical 
matters at hand and Mary’s view that listening to Jesus was 
the most important value. This was a snapshot in time. Did 
that mean there were days when Mary labored, helping oth-
ers, serving well? Or that there were times when Martha sa-
vored the stories Jesus told and sat at the feet of Jesus listen-
ing intently? Yes, indeed. It is important to not get too dis-
tracted by what you or another is doing. Follow what God 
has in store for you!  
This makes me think about my own sister, Ruth, four years 
my elder. We started on a very similar track. Going to college 
and becoming Physical Education teachers. We walked dif-
ferent paths to get us to that end. She lived in the dorms the 
whole of college and I lived off campus year-round after my 
sophomore year. She waitressed in the summers to help her 
financially and I worked all-year round; first hired out to 
clean houses and iron (do we even iron anything anymore?) 
and then worked in a bank. After  college she went right to 
work as a P.E. teacher and I stayed in the banking field 
fulltime and never did end up being a P.E teacher: although 
teaching was a big part of my career in many different ways. 
Over time she became a stay-at-home mom and my path led 
to being a Human Resource professional and worked 
through my children’s growing up years. We discovered that 
we were somewhat jealous of the path the other had taken. 
After an honest conversation, we decided that we actually 
did admire each other for what we chose and that God had 
given us similar skills that were directed in different ways. 
We both were active in our respective churches. and after 
our kids were grown, she became the Christian Education 
Director at her large church and I continued in leading 
church choirs and served on boards and at 70 was ordained. 
We continue in our different ways with what God had placed 
upon our hearts. As did Martha and Mary, Ruth and I have 
shared a love for our Lord and Savior, each other, and have 
attempted to share that love with others in our daily lives. 
All this is to illustrate that we each need to listen, to take 
time to listen to God and not be judgmental or demand that 
others do the same things. Jesus told Martha in Luke 10:41-
42, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by 

many things. One thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the 
better part. It won’t be taken away from her.” 
That one thing is to be present with God in whatever task is 
being asked of you, keeping God first in all things. Rely on 
Him in all matters. 
This past twelve months has been a challenge and it has 
been a blessing to take time to be reminded of Psalm 46:10, 
“Be still and know that I am God.” Sometimes it is difficult to 
remember that God is the one in charge and He guides us 
and will take care of all that we really need. So, this text is 
especially valuable for me. However, it is imperative for you 
as well! What guides us and what we do comes from God. 
Our conversations come in different ways and at different 
times and we each need time to reflect with God, to discern 
what His path is for each of us. Our role is to be Jesus to all 
around us and that means we need to show ourselves as fol-
lowers and to share the good news. Our faith cannot be held 
under wraps. His love is boundless and that light is to shine 
through us to all with whom we come in contact. We are not 
to judge others from our perspective but love others as Jesus 
loved. 

I look forward to our time together at District Conference, 
November 14 the and 15th as we participate together in the 
business of the church recognizing and celebrating the dif-
ferent gifts we have to offer. You are encouraged to take the 
time needed to reflect on what God is asking of you and re-
member to be a reflection of His love to all in whatever you 
do. 
This is a prayer adapted from a couple favorite resources. 
We need this help today and always. 
God of balance, help us: forgive us when we do not know 
when to be workers and when to be hearers. In your mercy, 
heal our worries and our judgments, so that we can, indeed, 
keep the best part. 
Grant us this day, O God, not to be overtaken by anxious 
thoughts that can make us feel that you are not near. Give us 
the chance, to sit at your feet, to enjoy every word and every 
musical note that we may feel your real presence and in turn 
live out that presence within our families, our communities, 
and with our neighbors. Prepare us as we journey as your 
people, to worship and to obey. In the name of our loving 
Master. Amen. 

Naomi Powers 
 Virlina District Moderator 

“Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted  

the word of God.  So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him.” 
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