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Calendar of Events

September 2024
Sept 2

Sept 3 4:30 pm
Sept 7 9:00 am
Sept 9 8:30 am
Sept 6-14

Sept 12-13

Sept 14-15

Sept 10 7:30 pm
Sept 17

Sept 18

Sept 21 9:00 am
Sept 22 10:30 am
Sept 22 3:30 pm
Sept 22 5:00 pm
Sept 23-24

Sept 25 9:00 am
Sept 26 6:15 PM
October 2024
October 1 9:00 am
October 4 6:00 pm
October 5 9:00 am

District Office Closed (Labor Day)

Financial Staff Meeting at DRC (DLR)(HM])
Executive Committee Meeting at DRC (DLR)
Northern Area Ministers @Camp Bethel
(DLR)(HM])

Camp Bethel Director on Vacation (HM])
Forum for Brethren Studies Symposium @
Bridgewater College (DLR)

DEM on Vacation (DLR)

Disaster Response Meeting at DRC (MSS)
Mental Health First Aid Training (MSS)
Camp Bethel Golf Tournament (DRC) (HM])
Virlina District Board (DLR & MSS) (HM])
Copper Hill 150th Anniversary (DLR)
Peace Walk in Roanoke, NW (MSS)

Pray for Peace Worship Service at First CoB
(DLR) (MSS)

West Virginia Council of Churches Board
Retreat (DLR)

Ethics Training at Fraternity COB (DLR)
Program and Arrangements (MSS)

Ethics Training at Mount Hermon (DLR)
Ministry Commission (DLR)

Heritage Day at Camp Bethel (DLR) (MSS)
(HMJ)

October 7 6:00 pm
(DLR)
October 8 4:30 pm
October 17 10:00 am
October 22 4:30 pm
October 23 1:00 pm
October 26 4-7 pm
November 2024
November 7 10:00 am
November 8 9:00 am
November 8 5:00 pm
7:00 pm
November 9 8:00 am
November 11-16
November 11 9:00 am
November 12 4:30 pm
November 19 6:00 pm
November 25 1:00 pm

November 26-30

November 28-29

Northern Area Ministers at Ninth Street

Financial Staff Meeting at DRC (DLR)(HM])
Virginia Council of Churches Coordinating
Cabinet Zoom Meeting (DLR)

Spiritual Development Committee zoom
(MSS)

Council of District Executives Zoom (DLR)
Trek or Treat @ Camp Bethel (HM])

Virginia Council of Churches Annual Day
(DLR)

Ethics Training at Germantown Brick (DLR)
Ministers, Spouses and Friends

Dinner at Germantown Brick (DLR) (MSS)
District Conference Worship (DLR) (MSS)
Virlina District Conference at Faith Fellow
ship, Wirtz, VA (DLR)(MSS)(HM])

Director of DCN&W on Vacation (MSS)
Discipleship and Reconciliation Committee
at DRC (DLR)

Financial Staff at DRC (DLR)(HM])

District Board Executive Committee (DLR)
(HM))

Historical Committee (DLR)

DEM and Administrative Assistant on Vaca-
tion (DLR)(BMW)

DRC closed for Thanksgiving




LOCAL INTEREST

Pastoral Placement

BASSETT - Congregation is merging with Mount
Hermon pending District Conference approval.
BETHANY - Part-time position, no profile available -
Tabitha Rudy serving as interim pastor. Jeff Stump
serving as pulpit supply in August.

BOONES MILL - In negotiation, trial sermon and call
vote scheduled for September 8.

COPPER HILL - Full time position, profile pending -
Johnny Thompson serving as interim pastor.
DANVILLE, EMMANUEL - Part-time position, no pro-
file available — Blaine Compton serving as interim pas-
tor.

DURHAM, PEACE COVENANT - Part time position,
profile pending - Amber Harris (c), Gary Bauer, Aaron
Klink and Zach Houser will serve as an interim pastoral
team effective January 1, 2024.

FERRUM - Part-time position, no profile available -
Kaleb Ferguson serving as pulpit supply.

GREEN HILL - Part time position, profile circulating (2)
- ]. Michael Varner serving as interim pastor.
HOPEWELL - Part time position, no profile available -
Pulpit supply.

JONES CHAPEL- Part time position, profile circulating
(3) - Amber T. Harris is serving as interim pastor.
MASONS COVE - In negotiation, trial sermon and call
vote pending.

NEWPORT NEWS, IVY FARMS - Part time position,
profile circulating - James Hicks (NB) serving as pulpit
supply.

NINEVEH- Part-time position, profile circulating (2) -
Christian Becker providing pulpit supply in July.

OLEAN - Plural ministry position, no profile available -
Pulpit supply.

PETERS CREEK - Full or Part time position, profile cir-
culating (2) - Edward C. Woodard serving as interim
pastor.

PLEASANTDALE - David A. Tozar has been called as
pastor on a part-time basis effective July 15.

POAGES MILL - Full or part time position, profile circu-
lating - Zach Tabor serving as interim pastor.

RED OAK GROVE - Part time position, no profile avail-
able - Enedino Herrera and Annette Hubbard serving
as interim pastors.

ROANOKE, CENTRAL - Part time position, profile
pending - Kevin L. Kinsey has resigned effective Au-
gust 31.

ROANOKE, FIRST - Part time position, profile pending
- Harvey S. Leddy is serving as interim pastor.

SELMA - Part time position, no profile available - Jim

Abe serving as pulpit supply.

SHELTON - Part time position, no profile available -
Ron Flora serving as interim pastor.

SMITH RIVER - Part time Associate Pastor position,
no profile available - Danny Gilley is reducing his
term of call to two Sundays per month.

SPRUCE RUN - Plural ministry position, no profile
available - Dewy Broyles continues as pastor. An-
nette Hubbard and Kerry Johnson are serving as in-
terim pastors in the shared ministry program.
TOPECO - Part time position, no profile available -
pulpit supply.

WHITE ROCK - Part time associate pastor position,
no profile available - Joseph M. Italiano has been
called as interim associate pastor effective July 1.

Congregational News

NEW MEMBERS

Jeters Chapel: Glenda Marshall and Cathy Law-
rence by baptism June 23, 2024.

Mount Hermon: Isaac Naff by baptism June 23,
2024. David Gray, Jim and Susan Prock and
Meredith Spencer by transfer of letter June 23, 2024.
Monte Hermon: Anabel Batista, Miguel Araiza by
baptism June 23, 2024. Ana and Brian Horne, Ruth
Cruz, April Ortiz, Yohana Ortiz (Mother), Yohana
Ortiz (Daughter), Leslie Ortiz, Mary Duarte, Pedro
Caraballo, Noel Estrada, Sabina Estrada and Juanita
Lopez by transfer of letter June 23,2024.

Roanoke, Hollins Road: Cohen Bonilla by baptism
July 14, 2024.

WINTER HEADLINER DEADLINE

Any announcements or information for publication
in the winter Headliner is due to the District Re-
source Center by Monday November 11, 2024.
Please email any information to
Virlina.dem@gmail.com.

NOMINATING AND PERSONNEL REQUESTS HELP

The Nominating and Personnel Committee, whose
members are voted on by the delegates of District
Conference, requests names of persons in Roanoke
City, North Carolina, Floyd County and Roanoke
County. Names are needed for Board positions and
Nominating and Personnel positions. Contact Mary
St. John, at Virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com, if you
know of a church member you would like to nomi-
nate.




CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

WILLIAMSON ROAD SEEKS ACCOMPANIST
Williamson Road Church of the Brethren is seeking a
musical accompanist to play music and lead in some mi-
nor congregational singing. For more information or to
apply, contact Tammy Dooley at dooley5@msn.com.
ROANOKE, OAK GROVE HOSTING CRAFTING GROUP
Oak Grove COB is hosting craft making and quilting ac-
tivities on Mondays from 9:00 to 12:00 pm for anyone
interested. It would be a great opportunity to get to
know others in the District who do not have a craft
group at their church. If interested, call the church

at 540-774-3217 or

email churchoffice@oakgrovecob.org.

CENTRAL CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN SEEKS CHOIR
DIRECTOR

Central is seeking an interim Music Director for choir
and Worship to begin as soon as possible. Interested
persons can obtain more information by contacting Jen-
nie Waering at

jwearing1102@gmail.com or by calling or texting 540-
314-1157.

POAGES MILL HAS SECOND HAND SOUND

SYSTEM

The Poages Mill Church of the Brethren is replacing their
sound system and as a result has a second hand sound
system that is available for free to any church that would
like it. The sound system

includes an analog Mixer, an amplifier that can

work with the mixer or stand alone and a

multi disk CD player Contact Stuart Boblett at
sboblett2@gmail.com to inquire.

SAVE THE DATE! SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 AT 7:30
PM.

Join On Earth Peace for its 50th Anniversary celebration
with a performance by Ted & Co TheaterWorks entitled,
"Just Give 'Em the News." For 50 years "On Earth Peace"
has been advancing the joyful vision that accompanied
the birth of Jesus by developing and walking with lead-
ers working for justice and peace. Ted and Co use hu-
mor and professional storytelling to talk about issues of
faith and social justice, provoking both laughter and re-
flection, as all good comedy does. This show, "Just Give
'Em the News" is an original, delightfully askew, musical
take on the first Christmas, when the good news of "on
earth peace" was proclaimed. Tickets and sponsorships
for the performance will support the work of On Earth
Peace.

The performance will be live streamed from its in per-
son venue at the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren,
Bridgewater VA on September 28, at 7:30 Eastern

Time. This is a family friendly event - kids are welcome!
Tickets are required for this fundraising event. Pay what

you can at these suggested donation levels:

$25 for general admission.

$100 to support yourself and 3 others.

Or pay what you can (initial $1 through ticketing plat-
form and additional contribution

at www.OnEarthPeace.org/donate).

Suggested donation for streaming is $10.

Group pricing also available.

CEDAR BLUFF TO CORDONATE “IN THE BEGINNING
QUILT FOR 2025 WORLD HUNGAR AUCTION

This “In the Beginning” quilt features 36 intricately de-
signed blocks, each representing a significant biblical
event. From the creation story in Genesis to the dramatic
exodus from Egypt, each block will be adorned with a
visual representation and corresponding scripture,
providing a journey through the Bible's most profound
moments in the Old Testament.

We invite congregations to participate in this meaningful
project by taking on the task of completing one of the 36
blocks, to creatively interpret and visually represent the
assigned scripture. The blocks will be available at the
World Hunger Auction on Saturday, August 10th, or can
be requested by contacting Marlene Wray at Cedar Bluff
CoB by email (marlenecwray@gmail.com) or by phone
(540-330-3922).

To have this “In the Beginning” quilt ready for the 2025
Auction we kindly ask that the completed blocks be re-
turned by February 15, 2025. This will allow ample time
to piece the quilt together and prepare it for the next
World Hunger Auction on August 9th. All proceeds from
the World Hunger Auction and events held throughout
the year help feed those in need.

OUR SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILIES OF:

Frieda Hiner, age 104, passed away on July 31, 2024.
She was a member of the Daleville COB.

Mary Jane Flora, age 67, passed away on August 4,
2024. She was the sister-in-law of Virlina District Finan-
cial Secretary Charles Flora.

Audry Rogers, age 86, passed away on August 9, 2024.
She was a member of the Coverdale COB.

Janet Custer passed away on August 11, 2024. She was
a member of the Bethany COB.

William “Billy” Harmon, age 88, passed away on Au-
gust 15, 2024. He was a member of the Fairview (Floyd)
COB.
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OTHER NEWS & EVENTS

OUR SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILIES OF:

JoAnne Reed, age 80, passed away on April 2, 2024.
She was a member of the Summerdean COB.

Sandi Sonafrank, age 79, passed away on April 10,
2024. She was a member of the Christiansburg COB
and wife of Christiansburg Pastor Hal Sonafrank.
Pauline Lerch, age 98, passed away on June 2, 2024.
She was the mother of Marilyn Lerch, an ordained
minister and member of the Central COB.

Carolyn Elmore, age 79, passed away on May 28,
2024. She was an ordained minister the wife of former
Red Hill COB pastor Kendal Elmore.

Rita Riley, age 83, passed away on June 19, 2024. She
was a member of the Mount Joy COB and the widow of
former Mount Joy Pastor Bobby Riley.

Clarence Moyers, age 95, passed away on July 1,
2024. He was the former Pastor at Rocky Mount, First
COB and Troutville COB.

Pedro “Pete” Sanchez, age 84, passed away on July 1,
2024. Pete was an ordained minister and a member of
the Lynchburg COB.

Frank Kinder, age 97, passed away on July 9, 2024.

He was a member of the Roanoke, First COB.

Wayne Cook, age 87, passed away on July 12, 2024.
He was a member of the Boones Mill COB.

Hubert Witten Jr., age 95, passed away on July 21,
2024. He is the father of West Richmond COB Pastor
David Witten.

Christeen Hartman, aged 86, passed away on August
1, 2024. She was a member of the Monte Vista Church
of the Brethren and grandmother of Bethany COB In-
terim Pastor Tabitha Rudy.

William Baker Sr., aged 87, passed away on August 4,
2024. Brother Bill was an ordained minister and
member of the Roanoke, Oak Grove COB.

CLERGY ETHICS TRAINING

The Church of the Brethren requires all licensed, com-
missioned and ordained ministers to participate in
ethics training at least once every five years. Ifyou
have lost, misplaced or never received either your
registration form, your background check form or
your exemption request form, please call or email
the District Office. Further ethics training events will
be offered on Wednesday September 25 at Fraternity
COB, Tuesday October 1 at Mount Hermon COB (in
both English and Spanish) and on Friday November 8
at Germantown Brick COB. The cost is $50.00 per par-
ticipant with lunch included.

COMMISSION ON NURTURE WELCOMES KIM MAR-
TIN, NEW COORDINATOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND YOUNG ADULTS

The Commission on Nurture is pleased to welcome
Kim Martin, of Hollins Road Church of the Brethren, as
the new Coordinator of Children, Youth and Young
Adults. Kim is a licensed minister in Virlina, and has
worked with the children and youth of Hollins Road
for over 18 years. Kim and her husband Chuck have
been coordinators for the Senior Highs of Annual Con-
ference twice, have attended National Youth and Jun-
ior High Conferences, been to Roundtable at Bridge-
water College, and have attended multiple Virlina Dis-
trict youth retreats and gatherings. To welcome Kim
or to ask questions about upcoming events, contact
Kim at the district office or email
virlinayouthministries@gmail.com.

FAITHQUEST RETURNS FOR SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Save the date for Faithquest, February 21-23, 2025! It
has been a few years since we have been able to host
this spirit-filled weekend at Camp Bethel. Planning
has already begun. More information will come, but
save the date for now!

CHRISTIAN GROWTH INSTITUTE CLASSES

The Christian Growth Institute Roanoke Center will be
offering the evangelism and outreach class in October
and November. David Shumate, pastor of the New
Bethel Church of the Brethren, will be the instructor
with guest teaching appearances with several other
pastors in our District. Both courses will be taught at
the District Resource Center. For more information, or

to register, email Donna Hornsby at dshorn-
by912@gmail.com.

PRAY FOR PEACE PRAYER WALK AND WORSHIP
SERVICE

The Commission on Witness Peace Affairs Committee
invites you to the second annual “Peace Prayer Walk”
and annual Pray for Peace worship service on Sunday,
September 22. “Seek the Shalom of the City” is the
theme. We will gather at 3:30 PM at Roanoke-First
Church of the Brethren, 2001 Carroll Avenue, Roanoke,
VA 24017. There will be a comfortably paced one-mile
walk through the neighborhood, with stops at some of
the neighboring churches for prayer and to greet the
church leaders. A van will follow the walkers for those
who would like to ride along. Ice Cream will be served
at 4:30 for everyone, including those who choose to
come to the worship but not the walk. After a time of
fellowship, we will enter the sanctuary at 5:00 PM for
music, worship and to hear from a parent in the
FEDUP with Gun Violence community group, and will
worship with speaker Reverend Dr. David Jones from
Williams Memorial Baptist Church who will provide
the message.



CAMP BETHEL NEWS

& UPDATES

CAMP BETHEL WISH LIST
Amazon wish-list (with lots of new updates!)
at: https://a.co/5qG5]Yq

Sam’s gift cards to help offset food cost for upcoming
events, Skid Steer, tracked or wheeled; Road-worthy
pickup truck (2010 or newer); 15-passenger van
(2015 or newer); Outdoor Storage Shed (used or new);
Clothes washer and dryer; Refrigerator (full or mini);
LED light bulbs; new first-aid supplies; 3'x8’ plyboards
for bunks (any thickness or quality); or monetary do-
nations at  www.CampBethelVirginia.org/donate
Gifts are tax-deductible!
CAMP BETHEL GOLF TOURNAMENT

The 30th Annual Camp Bethel Golf Tournament, a four
player scramble event, will take place on Wednesday
September 18 with a 12:30 shotgun start at Ashely
Plantation Country Club. The cost is $100 per player
for a day of semi-competitive fun. For more infor-
mation, visit www.campbethelvirginia.org/sept-20-
golf-tournament.html.

HERITAGE DAY

The 40th Annual Heritage Day and Homecoming Fes-
tival will be held on Saturday, October 5. Various local
churches will have food and crafts for sale. Be crea-
tive! We encourage individuals and congregations to
host a booth! This is a wonderful opportunity for fun,
fellowship and fundraising for Camp Bethel.

TREK OR TREAT

The 2nd Annual Trek or Treat will be held on Saturday
October 26 from 4-7 PM. Churches and individuals are
invited to decorate porches of the cabins and help
hand out candy to costumed Trek or Treaters. The
event ends with food trucks, hot cider and hot choco-
late. If you would like to help, let camp staff know.
Donated bags of individually wrapped candy may be
dropped off at the camp office. This is a great oppor-
tunity for safe outdoor fall fun at camp!

BETHEL BISTRO

A fun family-friendly event held at camp one Thursday
each quarter. Fall Bistro is Thursday, October 24 6:30-
8:00 PM.

BETHEL BENEFIT DAY A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

The first Bethel Benefit Day fundraising blitz was a re-
sounding success raising over $63,000.00 in donations
to support the ministry of Camp Bethel. Thank you to
everyone who gave of their time, their expertise and
their resources to make this event a success. To give to

Camp Bethel, visit https://
www.campbethelvirginia.org/donate.html
FALL VOLUNTEER WORKDAY

Camp Bethel Fall Workday will take place on Saturday

November 2 with breakfast in the Ark Dining Hall for
all volunteers beginning at 7:30 am. There are pro-
jects for every age and skill level. For more infor-
mation or to register for meals, visit
https://www.campbethelvirginia.org/events.html.
CHRISTMAS TOGETHER BANQUET

The Christmas Together Banquet will be on Saturday
December 7 at the Ark Dining Hall at Camp Bethel.

The cost is $50.00 per person. For more information
visit https://www.campbethelvirginia.org/
events.html.

HOLLINS ROAD COB TO HOST FALL FESTIVAL AND
CAR SHOW

The Hollins Road Church of the Brethren will host its
annual fall festival and car show on Saturday October
19 from 11 am through 2 pm. All proceeds will benefit
Camp Bethel. For more information visit: https://
facebook.com/events/s/fall-festival-car-
show/1169763107639592/.
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CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN TO HOST LEAD CON-
FERENCE

From Friday November 15 through Sunday November
17, the Church of the Brethren Department of Disciple-
ship and Leadership Formation will host the L.E.A.D.
(Listen-Equip-Adapt-Disciple) Conference. The event,
hosted by the Ephrata Church of the Brethren in
Ephrata, Pennsylvania, is targeted to pastors and sen-
ior lay leaders (church boards, deacons, and others)
who are looking to grow as effective leaders. The
event will feature shared times of worship, keynote
addresses by Dr. Dennis Edwards, and powerful
breakout sessions. The plenary sessions will be trans-
lated into both Spanish and Hattian Kreyol, and will
have breakout sessions in English, Spanish and Kreyol.
The event will be capped at 250 participants. Early
bird registration (before September 1) costs $99.00
per participant ($79.00 if five or more participants
register from the same church). The cost rises to
$125.00 per participant after September 1. For more
information or to register, visit https://
www.brethren.org/dlf/lead-conference/ .
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE NEWS & EVENTS

2024 Conference Information
~ DELEGATES AND NON-DELEGATES~

REGISTRATION FOR DELEGATES

Registration deadline for delegates is September 30,
2024. We will accept registrations at the door, but
booklets for delegates are limited, so preregistration is
recommended. Delegate seating will be sectioned off
on the main floor sanctuary. Seating for non-delegates
will be in the theater seating area in the back of the
sanctuary. The whole room is accessible. All meals
must have been pre-ordered by Monday, October 21,
2024. The delegates’ fees of $30.00 help cover the
cost of the church rental, printing, mailings, snacks and
the delegate registration packet. Saturday’s cash offer-

ing will go to offset the expenses of conference.

CONFERENCE BOOKLET

Booklets are mailed to each congregation in early Octo-
ber. Pastors or contact persons are to distribute the
booklets to the registered delegates. The 2023 District
Conference minutes are published in the 2024 District
Conference booklet. One report booklet per congrega-

tion is mailed to congregations without delegates.
~GENERAL INFORMATION~

DELEGATES ARE TO SHARE PACKET INFORMATION!

The delegates’ packets are the main source of in-hand
information from our District committees, Camp Bethel,
Church of the Brethren agencies, and other areas of
interest to our congregations. These packets are care-
fully filled with reports, calendars, and invitations that
are to be read and distributed to the appropriate lead-
ership within your congregations. When this infor-
mation is shared among individual congregations’ lead-
ership, it helps the programs of the Virlina District be
healthy and viable each year.

MINISTERS, SPOUSES, and FRIENDS DINNER
Location: Germantown Brick Church of the Brethren

The Annual Ministers, Spouses, and Friends Dinner will
be held at Germantown Brick Church of the Brethren
(2363 Brick Church Road, Rocky Mount, VA 24151).
The meal is catered by Montanos and is $22.00/
person. This meal must be preordered by October 21
SO0 a count can be given to the caterer. Check-in is 4:45
-5:00 PM and the meal will begin at 5:15 PM. Friends
arriving early or carpooling with ministers are also invit-
ed to reserve a place at the table. The speaker is Founa
Badet, Director of Intercultural Ministries for the Church

of the Brethren. Pastors will receive 0.1 CEU .

LUNCHES / LOCATIONS FOR REORGANIZATION

On-site lunches are provided by Old Oak Café’ in Mon-
eta.. The orders are due by Monday, October 21. There
are three options, a ham and cheddar wrap, turkey
Caesar wrap, or veggie wrap, with all including macaro-
ni salad, chips, cookie, and drink. Order forms were
mailed to each congregation in September. Each meal
is $15.00 and will be served in the room to the left
when facing the registration table. There are stairs
and/or a ramp for entrance. If you are a newly elected
or returning board or OMC member, you will pick up
your lunch and gather to eat in the designated rooms
for reorganization. Look for OMC or BOARD REORG

signs on the door when going down the education wing.

~AGE GROUP ACTIVITIES~

PLEASE PRE-REGISTER SO PROPER LEADERSHIP CAN
BE OBTAINED.
Nursery will be provided for infants through age five on

Friday evening and Saturday business. Pack a drink
and a dinner Friday. On Saturday, bring a packed lunch,

drink and beach towel for nap/quiet time.

Children: Kindergarten through elementary will be
meeting in the children’s wing of Faith Fellowship,
working together on service projects for a local food
pantry as well as for the local animal shelter. After
lunch, registered children may board the van to volun-
teer at the Franklin County Humane Society and end
with a visit and a delicious ice cream at Homestead

Creamery. Dress prepared for November outdoor time!

Middle School Youth Will join the Senior Highs at Anti-
och CoB on Saturday morning for a day retreat together
under the leadership of Bridgewater College’s IYC.

Lunch will be provided. Chaperones are requested.

Senior High Youth will be meeting after Friday worship
for an overnight at ANTIOCH CHURCH OF THE BRETH-
REN ( 2996 Callaway Road, Rocky Mount, VA) Leader-
ship will be Bridgewater College’s IYC. Breakfast and
lunch are provided. Bring a snack and large drink to
share. Wear appropriate outdoor clothing and shoes.
Chaperones or youth leaders are requested to accom-
pany the youth! If youth are unable to spend the night,
youth may join on Saturday morning. Let Kim Martin
know if you need a ride to Antioch after worship at Faith

Fellowship. virlinayouthministries@gmail.com.
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1 Corinthians 2

““What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and
what no human mind has conceived’---the things God
has prepared for those who love him---these are the
things God has revealed to us by His Spirit.”

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8

Ministers, Spouses and Friends Dinner

The Annual Dinner for Ministers, Spouses and
Friends will take place at Germantown Brick Church
of the Brethren (2363 Brick Church Road, Rocky
Mount, VA 24151). Food is catered by Montanos.
Guest speaker will be Founa Badet, Director of Inter-
cultural Ministries for the Church of the Brethren.
Reservations are due October 21. Check-in starts at

4:45. The meal begins at 5:15 PM.

(Preregistered onsite childcare is 5:00 - 6:30. Bring
a packed supper and drink for an indoor picnic.)

Conference Registration
Delegates register by September 30 with
$30.00 fee made out to: Virlina District
3402 Plantation Road, NE, Roanoke, VA 24012.

Non-delegates may request report booklets by Sep-
tember 30. Supplies limited on-site.

Praise and Worship 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM
Worship Leader: Stacy Goff

Worship

Skits and Songs of Praise by Copper Hill CoB, Iglesia
de Nueva Vida Praise Band, Susan Thomas, Out-
spoken Band from Bridgewater College

Offering: Monetary; Canned Food; Dry Pet Food
(On-site child care provided 6:45 - 8:30)
PLEASE PRE-REGISTER YOUR CHILD.
www.virlina.org

virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com

ABOUT THE LOGO

The logo was done by Lissie Goff. Lissie is the
daughter of Jennifer and Stacy Goff, modera-
tor, and a member of Copper Hill Church of
the Brethren.

Lissie is a senior at Floyd County High School.

DISTRICT CONFERENCE TAKES PLACE AT
FAITH FELLOWSHIP IN WIRTZ, VA.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9

Registration 7:45 - 8:15 AM

Report booklets will be mailed to each congrega-
tion for distribution to delegates. Please bring
booklets to Saturday’s business session. Sign in
at the front desk in the lobby. Pick up infor-
mation/report packets before entering the sanc-
tuary.

2024 Children & Youth Activities

All activities require preregistration and emergen-
¢y contact forms. After a lesson and service pro-
ject for a local food pantry and animal shelter,
children, grades K-5, will eat a packed lunch, then
load the van to work at the Humane Society and
get ice cream at Homestead Creamery. Please

dress for being outdoors in November.

Middle and Sr High Youth will be meeting with
Bridgewater College’s IYC for a retreat at Antioch
CoB. High Schoolers and chaperones gather Fri-
day night for overnight. Middle Schoolers will join
on Saturday morning by 8:30 A.M. Lunch is pro-
vided. Chaperones are requested to accompany
groups. Register by contacting Kim Martin at
virlinayouthministries@gmail.com

Business Sessions
8:15 Am - 12:00 PM and 1:20 - 3:30 PM
(Lunch Break) 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

Hymn singing and worship with Worship Leader
Moderator-Elect Naomi Powers and guest speak-
er, Founa Badet, Director of Intercultural Minis-
tries for the CoB. Delegates are required to sit in
the designated areas for voting and accepting
reports. Non-delegates are invited to the business
sessions, and should sit in the theater seating
toward the back of the sanctuary.
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You are encouraged to read the whole chapter of 1 Corinthians 2.

“« ¢

What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived’---the things God has

prepared for those who love him---these are the things God has revealed to us by His Spirit.”

WHO KNOWS?

1 Corinthians 2 (a Moderator’s interpretation)

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, when I was asked to serve as
the Moderator for the Virlina District of the Church of the
Brethren [ was unsure of how I could adequately fulfill the
calling. All I know is that I love the Lord and His Righteous-
ness. | am a sinner who cannot save myself, but Jesus
Christ already has through His Sacrifice on the cross. The
District Conference Theme “Who Knows?” comes from a
desire that Jesus be magnified through His Spirit in every
believer as we prayerfully discern and act out God’s Will in

our everyday lives.

As we come together as the Church, we should discern the
answers to life’s challenges first through a careful study of
God’s Word. Polity and policy, while maintaining a certain
level of civility in this imperfect world, will never exceed
God’s Wisdom, which is timeless. Our human nature, prone
to act out of instinct and emotion, will lead to destruction if
not kept in check. Remember, “What no eye has seen, what
no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived’-
--the things God has prepared for those who love him---
these are the things God has revealed to us by His Spirit.” In
other words, God has immeasurably great resources availa-
ble for His Children that can never be attained by any hu-
man means.

The Holy Spirit is the believer’s greatest resource for dis-
cernment. Let's be completely honest with one another,
who really knows what motivates people’s thoughts, words,
and actions except for themselves and the spirit that is

within them? Only the Holy Spirit can provide a completely
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accurate interpretation of God’s Will for our lives. God’s
Children do not seek affirmation from the world, but from
the Holy Spirit. The world thinks that God’s Children are
stupid because the world has rejected the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, and the world doesn’t have the contentment
that is brought only through the Holy Spirit that is within
every believer. The believer can decide what is right and
what is wrong according to God’s Will and without shame
despite what the world may think, for, “Who has known the
mind of the Lord so as to instruct Him?”.

But God’s Children have the Holy Spirit within them.

May God be praised by this interpretation of His Word. In
Jesus Name, Amen.

I look forward to worshipping with you at the Virlina Dis-
trict Church of the Brethren Conference on November 8th
and 9t at Faith Fellowship Church in Wirtz, Virginia.

Love In Christ,
Stacy Goff
Moderator 2024
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