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Calendar of Events 

March 2025  

March  3  6:00 pm  Northern Area Ministers (DLR) 

March 4  5:00 pm Financial Staff (DLR, HMJ, SKH) 

March 4  6:00 pm Commission on Nurture (AFH) 

March 7-8  6:30 pm Ministers and Spouses Retreat (DLR)  

March 8  10:30 am Nominating and Personnel (AFH) 

March 8  6:30 pm Sow the Seed Banquet (HMJ) 

March 11  6:00 pm   District Board Executive Committee (DLR) 

March 17  6:00 pm Southern Area Ministers (DLR)  

March 18  7:00 pm  Race Advocacy Team Meet and Greet (DLR) 

March 22  9:00 am Virlina District Board (DLR, AFH, HMJ) 

March 29  10:00 am Middle School Youth Retreat (KDM) 

 

April 2025 
April 4  6:00 pm Commission on Ministry (DLR) 

April 5  7:30 am Camp Bethel Workday (HMJ) 

April 6-9   Awakening Services (DLR) 

April 8  4:30 pm Financial Staff (DLR, HMJ, SKH) 

April 12   World Hunger Auction Golf Tournament 

(DLR) 

April 15  6:00 pm Southern Area Ministers (DLR) 

April 17  6:30 pm Bethel Bistro (HMJ) 

April 18   Good Friday (DRC Closed) 

April 21   Easter Monday (DRC Closed)   

April 21  6:00 pm Southern Area Ministers (DLR) 

April 25-26  Sounds of the Mountains (HMJ) 

April 27  3:00 pm World Hunger Walk (DLR) 

April 28  1:00 pm Monte de Dios Steering Committee (DLR) 

 

May 2025 
May 3  8:30 am Ministry and Mission Day (DLR & AFH) 

May 5  1:00 pm New Church Development Committee (DLR) 

May 5  6:00 pm Northern Area Ministers (DLR)??? 

May 12  9:00 am Discipleship and Reconciliation Committee 

(DLR) 

May 12  1:00 pm Historical Committee (DLR) 

May 13  10:00 am VCC Coordinating Cabinet (DLR) 

May 13  1:30 pm Christian Growth Institute Administrative 

Committee (DLR) 

May 13  4:30 pm Financial Staff (DLR, HMJ, SKH) 

May 17  10:30 am Nominating and Personnel (AFH) 

May 19  6:00 pm Southern Area Ministers (DLR) 

May 26   DRC Closed (Memorial Day) 

May 27  6:00 pm  Commission on Stewardship (DLR) 

 

 

 



 

L o c a l  I n t e r e s t  

Pastoral Placement 
BETHEL – Part time position, no profile available – Ray 
Bayse is providing pulpit supply in March and April. 
BETHANY – Part time position, no profile available – 
Tabitha Rudy and Jeff Stump serving as co-interim pas-
tors. 
COPPER HILL – Part time position, profile pending – 
Horace Light Jr. has been called as interim pastor 
effective January 1, 2025. 
DANVILLE, EMMANUEL – Part-time position, no pro-
file available – Blaine Compton serving as interim pas-
tor. 
DURHAM, PEACE COVENANT – Part time position, 
profile pending – Amber Harris (c), Gary Bauer, Aaron 
Klink and Matthew Incorvaia serving as an interim pas-
toral team. 
FERRUM – Part-time position, no profile available – 
pulpit supply. 
GERMANTOWN BRICK – Full time position, profile 
pending – W. Gregory Broyles is retiring effective 
April 30, 2024. 
GREEN HILL - Part time position, profile circulating (2) 
- J. Michael Varner serving as interim pastor. 
HOPEWELL – Part time position, no profile available – 
Pulpit supply. 
JONES CHAPEL - Part time position, profile circulating 
(3) – Amber T. Harris is concluding her service as inter-
im pastor effective December 31, 2024. 
NEW COVENANT – William Fisher has been called as 
co-pastor on a part-time basis effective January 1, 
2025.  Claude Shell continues as co-pastor. 
NEWPORT NEWS, IVY FARMS - Part time position, 
profile circulating – James Hicks (NB) serving as pulpit 
supply. 
NINEVEH- Christian J. Becker has been called as pas-
tor on a part time basis effective January 15, 2025. 
OLEAN – Plural ministry position, no profile available – 
Pulpit supply. 
PETERS CREEK – Full or Part time position, profile cir-
culating (2) – Edward C. Woodard serving as interim 
pastor.   
POAGES MILL – Full or part time position, profile circu-
lating – Zach Tabor serving as interim pastor. 
RED OAK GROVE – Part time position, no profile avail-
able – Enedino Herrera and Annette Hubbard serving 
as interim pastors. 
ROANOKE, CENTRAL – Part time position, profile 
pending – William Hinton Sr. is serving as interim pas-
tor. 
SELMA - Part time position, no profile available – The 

Congregation is not meeting during the winter 
months. 
SHELTON - Part time position, no profile available – 
Ron Flora serving as interim pastor. 
SMITH RIVER – Part time position, no profile availa-
ble – Logan Boyd has been called as interim pastor 
effective March 1, 2025.   
SPRUCE RUN – Plural ministry position, no profile 
available – Dewy Broyles continues as pastor.  An-
nette Hubbard and Kerry Johonson are serving as 
interim pastors in the shared ministry program.  
TOPECO – Part time position, no profile available – 
pulpit supply. 
VINTON – Part time position, no profile available – 
Angella F. Haranzo has resigned effective May 31, 
2025 to accept the call of the Virlina District to 
serve as the Interim Director of District Confer-
ence, Nurture and Witness. 
WEST RICHMOND – Full time position, profile pend-
ing – David Whitten is retiring effective June 1. 
 

Congregational News 
New Members 

Cedar Bluff:  Tony Corazza by transfer of letter 

on April 24, 2024.  Shane and Laurie Hodges by 

transfer of letter on July 28, 2024. 

Pleasant Valley: Kelly Akers Baker by transfer 

of letter on October 24, 2024. 

 

JUNE HEADLINER DEADLINE 

Any announcements, information or obituaries 
for publication in the Headliner covering June, 
July and August is due to the District Resource 
Center by Monday April 29, 2025.  Please email 
any information to Virlina.dem@gmail.com.  In-
formation for the E-Headliner is updated on a 
revolving basis. 



C o n g r e g at i o n a l  N e w s  
AWAKENING SERVICES TO BE HELD APRIL 6-9 
AT BETHLEHEM COB 
Awakening services will be held at Bethlehem 
Church of the Brethren from Sunday April 6 through 
Wednesday April 9 beginning with hymn singing at 
6:45 pm.  Steve Schweitzer, Academic Dean and 
Professor of Old Testament Studies at Bethany The-
ological Seminary, will be our preacher and bible 
study leader this year.  He will be bringing messages 
on the theme of Hope From the Past For the Present 
and Future.  In addition to the worship services, 
there will be morning bible studies from 9-11 am on 
Monday April 7 at Cedar Bluff, Tuesday April 8 at 
Cloverdale and Wednesday April 9 at Poages Mill. 
WILLIAMSON ROAD SEEKS ACCOMPANIST 
Williamson Road Church of the Brethren is seeking 
a musical accompanist to play music and lead is 
some minor congregational singing.  For more infor-
mation or to apply, contact Tammy Dooley at 
dooley5@msn.com. 
CLOVERDALE SEEKS CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
Cloverdale COB is seeking an individual to provide 
support to the Pastor, congregation and public. This 
is an hourly, part-time position. Proficiency in Mi-
crosoft office suite, outlook, google drive and google 
website required. Contact   
ritafoster1944@gmail.com. 
POAGES MILL HAS SECOND HAND SOUND SYS-
TEM 
The Poages Mill Church of the Brethren is replacing 
their sound system and as a result has a second 
hand sound system that is available for free to any 
church that would like it.  The sound system in-
cludes an analog Mixer, an amplifier that can work 
with the mixer or stand alone and a multi disk CD 
player Contact Stuart Boblett at  
sboblett2@gmail.com to inquire. 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE REGISTATION OPENS 
MARCH 5, 2025 
By the time this newsletter reaches you, both dele-
gate and non-delegate registration for Annual Con-
ference 2025, which will take place from Wednes-
day July 2 through Sunday July 6 in Greensboro, 
North Carolina will  be open.  To register, go to 
https://www.brethren.org/ac2025/registration/.   
 
 

MINISTERS ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
The Northern Area Ministers Association will meet 
on May 5 at 6:00 pm at Mount Bethel Church of the 
Brethren located at 10630 Narrow Passage Rd., Ea-
gle Rock, VA 24085 . 
The Southern Area Ministers Association will meet 
on Monday March 17 at 6:00 pm at the German-
town Brick Church of the Brethren located at 2363 
Brick Church Rd., Rocky Mount, VA 24151-4017.  
Zach Tabor, chairperson of the District Commission 
on Stewardship will speak on recognizing scams.   
In April, the Southern Area Ministers Association 
will meet on Monday April 21 at 6:00 pm at Pleas-
ant Valley Church of the Brethren located at 3883 
Alum Ridge Rd., Floyd, VA 24091-3567.  The pro-
gram will focus on updates from Camp Bethel. 
In May, the Southern Area Ministers Association 
will meet on Monday May 19 at 6:00 pm at the 
Stonewall Church of the Brethren located at 4085 
Floyd Hwy., N., Floyd, VA 24091-2905 to celebrate 
love feast together. 
2025 WORLD HUNGER AUCTION EVENTS 
Potato Bar on Saturday, March 15—4-6 p.m. at 
Bethlehem Church of the Brethren 
4250 Bethlehem Road, Boones Mill, VA. 
Golf Tournament on Saturday, April 12 Lunch: 
12:30 p.m. Shotgun Start: 1:30 p.m. at Great Oaks 
Country Club 1158 Hwy 221, Floyd. 
Hunger Walk on Sunday, April 27—3 p.m. 
(Registration) at Germantown Brick Church of the 
Brethren, 2363 Brick Church Road, Rocky Mount 
Bike Ride on Saturday, June 7—8 a.m. 
(Registration) at Antioch Church of the Brethren. 
World Hunger Auction on Saturday, August 9—
9:30 a.m. at Antioch Church of the Brethren. 
All proceeds will go to support the ministries of the 
World Hunger Auction, including Heifer Interna-
tional, Church of the Brethren Global Food Initia-
tive, Roanoke Area Ministries, Stepping Stone, 
Heavenly Manna, Lake Christian Ministries and His 
Cupboard. 

mailto:dooley5@msn.com
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O t h e r  N e w s  &  E v e n t s  

 OUR SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILIES OF: 
Margie Boothe Wright, age 96, passed away on De-
cember 27, 2024.  She was a member of the Green Hill 
Church of the Brethren. 
Annabelle Austin, age 90, passed away on January 1, 
2025.  She was a member of the Poages Mill Church of 
the Brethren. 
Ralph Henry, age 97, passed away on January 1, 2025.  
He was a member of the Poages Mill Church of the 
Brethren. 
Max Bertholf, age 98, passed away on January 5, 
2025.  He was a member of the Cloverdale Church of 
the Brethren. 
Doris Egge, age 101, passed away on January 10, 
2025.  She was a member of the Williamson Road 
Church of the Brethren. 
Deborah Smith, age 69, passed away on January 11, 
2025.  She was a member of the Crab Orchard Church 
of the Brethren. 
William “Billy” Painter, Sr., age 90, passed away on 
January 14, 2025.  He was a member of the Hollins 
Road Church of the Brethren. 
Guy Stump, age 85, passed away on January 21, 2025.  
He was the father of Bethany Church of the Brethren 
Interim Pastor Jeff Stump. 
Deward Starkey, age 86, passed away on February 5, 
2025.  He was a member of the Williamson Road 
Church of the Brethren and the father of Cloverdale 
Church of the Brethren Pastor Patrick Starkey. 
Lillian Van Lear, age 84, passed away on February 13, 
2025.  She was the mother-in-law of Roanoke, First 
Church of the Brethren Interim Pastor Harvey Leddy. 
Gilbert Henshaw, age 89, passed away on February 
14, 2025.  He was a member of the Roanoke, Oak 
Grove Church of the Brethren. 
Mary Fore, age 80, passed away on February 16, 2025.  
She was the mother of Mount Bethel Church of the 
Brethren Pastor Dreama Osborne. 
Donald Hudson, age 70, passed away on February 16.  
He was a member of the Cloverdale Church of the 
Brethren. 
Richard “Louis” Hiatt, age 61, passed away on Febru-
ary 16, 2025.  He was a member of the St. Paul Church 
of the Brethren. 
Sonja Stump, age 63, passed away on February 17, 
2025.  She was a member of the Mount Union Church 
of the Brethren. 
Elmer Samuel Phillis, age 74, passed away on Febru-
ary 17, 2025.  He was a member of the Trinity Church 
of the Brethren. 
Marshall Hodges, age 90, passed away on February 

22, 2025.  He was a member of the Monte Vista Church 
of the Brethren. 
Irving Glover, age 89, passed away on February 27, 
2025.  He served pastorates in the Daleville and Mount 
Bethel congregations in this district .  He was a mem-
ber of the Trinity Church of the Brethren. 
Kathryn “Kathy” McGhee, age 81, passed away on 
February 26, 2025.  She was a member of the Vinton 
Church of the Brethren. 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
USHERS 

Soon it will be time to register for Annual Conference 
2025 in Greensboro, NC, and the conference itself will 
seemingly begin not long afterwards! As usual many 

volunteers will be needed, and this year I am responsi-
ble for coordinating those who would like to volunteer 

with ushering during our worship services. During 
worship we need volunteer ushers to help receive of-

ferings and record attendance. While an important role 
in our worship services, ushering requires very little 
time and does not take away from participating in the 

rest of the worship service.  You will be able to sign up 
when registering for Annual Conference and at the 
usher table when you arrive and check in for the con-
ference, however I would like to have our first service 

covered on Wednesday night, before the conference 
begins. Once you have registered for conference, please 

follow the links to sign up to volunteer as an usher.  
You can also reach out to me at 
davidansley704@gmail.com and let me know if you 

are willing to serve on Wednesday evening, or for any 
of the other worship services.  Please use “AC usher” in 

the subject line. Feel free to contact me via text or call 
also (540-314-8146).  I look forward to seeing you 
there and together facilitating our worship services! 
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C a m p  B e t h e l  N e w s  &  U p d at e s  

CAMP BETHEL WISH LIST 
Amazon wish-list (with lots of new updates!) 
at: https://a.co/5qG5JYq 
Sam’s gift cards to help offset food cost for upcoming 
events, 15-passenger van (2015 or newer); Outdoor 
Storage Shed (used or new); Clothes washer and dry-
er; Refrigerator (full); LED light bulbs; new first-aid 
supplies; 3’x8’ plyboards for bunks (any thickness or 
quality); or monetary donations 
at www.CampBethelVirginia.org/donate 
Gifts are tax-deductible! 
 
SUMMER CAMP CURRICULUM BIBLE STUDY  
Camp Bethel’s summer 2025 curriculum is “Another 
Way”, exploring Jesus’s teachings for us. Join us for a 
five week, virtual Bible study, beginning April 24 at 
6:00pm, that will dive into Jesus’s examples and in-
structions for us to live differently. This study will be 
led by pastors and friends of Camp Bethel.  Register on 
our website, www.campbethelvirginia.org.  
 
JOIN US FOR BETHEL BISTRO 
Bethel Bistro is a series of family-friendly events held 
one Thursday evening each quarter from 6:30-8:00pm. 
Each event provides an opportunity for food, fun and 
fellowship! 2025 Bethel Bistro dates are April 17 
(Campfire cooking), August 7 (Guided hike and trail 
mix bar) and October 16 (Fall fun and pumpkin carv-
ing).  Everyone is welcome at Bethel Bistro! RSVP is 
encouraged but not required. 
 
SPRING WORKDAY APRIL 5, 2025 
Mark your calendars for Spring workday on Saturday 
April 5 beginning at 7:30 am.  Meals are included and 
there are tasks for all ages.  For more information, visit 
www.campbethelvirginia.org.  
 
SOUNDS OF THE MOUNTAINS STORYTELLING  
FESTIVAL, APRIL 25-26, 2025 
Join us for fun stories, music, food, and springtime 
beauty, all to raise funds for Camp Bethel in Fincastle, 
VA. Our excellent Sponsors make this event possible, 
and your donations keep it alive. Food available for 
purchase, or bring your own. 2025 storytellers include 
Megan Wells, Michael Reno Harell, Donna Washington 
and Donald Davis. Common Ground Band will be back 
this year as well! More information 
at www.soundsofthemountains.org . 
 
 
 

2025 SUMMER STAFF 
While hiring for the 2025 Summer Camping Season is 
well underway, there is still time to apply!  If you know 
someone, or are someone, who has a passion for Camp 
Bethel, apply online all summer staff positions, includ-
ing counselors, kitchen and grounds staff.  For more 
information or to apply visit https://
www.campbethelvirginia.org/summer-staff.html. 
 
2025 STAFF ADOPTION 
Are you interested in supporting Camp Bethel summer 
staff in a different way? The summer staff adoption 
program is a highly successful initiative that builds 
relationships between local congregations and sum-
mer staff members.  The congregation, group within 
the church or individual commits to pray for their staff 
member, send notes of encouragement, and donate at 
least $100.00 for the bonus fund.  Each staff member 
who successfully completes their contract is then paid 
a bonus at the end of the summer.  For more infor-
mation, visit https://www.campbethelvirginia.org/
staff-adoption.html 
 
2025 STAFF COMMISSIONING, JUNE 6  
Join us in commissioning our summer staff into their 
ministry on June 6 at 5:30pm. The evening will begin 
with a potluck meal and conclude with a short service 
to recognize our summer staff.  
 
SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION 
Registration for 2025 summer camps at Camp Bethel 
is now open.  Please visit https://
www.campbethelvirginia.org/camps.html for more 
information about summer camp offerings or to  
register your child.   
 
MEMORIAL DAY FAMILY CAMPING MAY 23-26 
Memorial Day family camping weekend will take place 
from May 23-26.  There is still time to reserve your 
lodging and meals for the weekend.  To reserve meals, 
you must RSVP. 
 
 
 

https://virlina.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7493458807cd29fca86cfb346&id=c7d0f8e2ae&e=0bf6f7818d
https://virlina.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7493458807cd29fca86cfb346&id=04a16e56a4&e=0bf6f7818d
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D i s t r i c t  N e w s  &  E v e n t s  

THANK YOU TO MARY ST. JOHN 
With deep gratitude for her six years of service as Di-
rector of District Conference, Nurture and Witness and 
over twenty-one years of service to the Virlina District, 
we announce that Mary St. John has concluded her ser-
vice as Director of District Conference, Nurture and 
Witness, effective Friday February 28, 2025.  During 
Mary’s tenure, she was a key leader in the Virlina Dis-
trict’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic, overseeing 
adjustments to District Conference in light of the pub-
lic health crisis.  She also oversaw the growth of the 
Race Advocacy Team and the response to Hurricane 
Helene.  Mary was a voice of consistency as the District 
navigated the transition in District Executive leader-
ship.  We pray God’s blessings for Mary and her family 
as she concludes her time as Director of District Con-
ference, Nurture and Witness. 
WELCOME ANGELLA HARANZO 
Angella F. Haranzo has been called to serve as the In-
terim Director of District Conference, Nurture and Wit-
ness effective March 1, 2025.  This is a half-time posi-
tion and she will serve at least through District Confer-
ence 2025.  Following stints as children’s director at 
the Daleville and Troutville Congregations, Sister An-
gella has been in pastoral leadership at the Vinton 
Church of the Brethren for the last thirteen years.  In 
addition to her service to the local church, she has 
served the larger church through the Children’s Cabi-
net and on the District Conference Program and Ar-
rangements Committee.  Angella will be using the 
Virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com email beginning 
March 3, 2025.  Please be in prayer for Angella as she 
begins in this new role. 
NOMINATING AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
The N&P committee met on February 1 to begin the 
process of filling the 2025 District Conference ballot.  
We need your help. Please forward the names of any 
members of your congregation who have gifts and 
abilities that would enable our district board and com-
mittees to be strong in our mission for Virlina.  You do 
not have to have permission to nominate someone.  
The committee will discern and call as persons are 
suggested.  The following positions are sought for the 
2025 ballot:  Moderator-elect (clergy); Program and 
Arrangements; Nominating and Personnel– Franklin 
County, New River Valley and Eastern Virginia; District 
Board – Franklin County, Floyd County, Roanoke Coun-
ty, New River Valley, Botetourt County and At-large; 
Outdoor Ministries Committee, Clerk and Standing 
Committee Delegate.  A copy of the nominating form 

can be sent to you electronically or by mail.  Please 
contact Angella Haranzo at 
virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com or call the district 
office to request a form at 540-362-1816. 
MINISTRY AND MISSION DAY SET FOR MAY 3 AT 
MOUNT UNION CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
The Commission on Witness’ annual Ministry and Mis-
sion Day and Annual Conference delegate briefing will 
be held on Saturday, May 3, at Mount Union Church of 
the Brethren from 8:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  The day be-
gins with worship, then participants choose various 
informative workshops that will appeal to any and all 
church leadership, as well as provide CEU for pastors.  
Opening worship will feature our district conference 
Moderator Naomi Powers, who will remind us of the 
upcoming District Conference theme, “Reflection” tak-
en from Psalm 46.  The first half of the day, through 
lunch, requires registration and a $20.00 fee. 
Annual Conference Moderator, Dava Hensley will join 
us for the day and after lunch, she and our Standing 
Committee members will walk us through what to ex-
pect at Annual Conference July 3-7, 2024. Congrega-
tional delegates who are unable to attend the whole 
day should plan to come to Cloverdale at 1:30 PM for 
the briefing.  There is no fee to attend the Annual Con-
ference briefing.  
There will be a catered lunch so this event requires an 
RSVP.  Attendees will choose workshops upon regis-
tration.  All delegates, church leaders, and pastors are 
encouraged to attend.  A descriptive flier will be sent 
to each congregation.  For more information, contact 
Angella Haranzo at 540-362-1816 or email at 
virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com. 
COB YEARBOOK FORMS DELAYED 
Many of you have been inquiring at the District Office 
regarding the Church of the Brethren Yearbook Forms.  
The printing and delivery of the forms has been de-
layed due to the ransomware attack experienced by 
the Church of the Brethren General Offices. Notifica-
tion will be given through the District Office when 
forms are about to be mailed.  While it has not yet 
been announced, there is a possibility that the April 15 
deadline will be extended this year. 
MISNISTERS’ LICENSE CARDS DELAYED 
Due to the ransomware attack experienced by the 
Church of the Brethren General Offices, the Ministers’ 
License cards have been delayed.  The commission on 
Ministry has approved license renewal for all of our 
licensed ministers unless they have otherwise been 
notified.  License cards will be sent as soon as they ar-
rive. 
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D i s t r i c t  N e w s  &  E v e n t s  
MEET & GREET FELLOW RACIAL JUSTICE ADVO-
CATES 

As you may know, the COB Denomination has endorsed 
a program, Standing with People of Color (SWPOC), 
an Annual Conference Church of the Brethren Study/
Action Process begun in 2022 and continuing as a learn-
ing model for Racial Justice Advocates in all congrega-
tions through Annual Conference 2025.  

The Racial Advocacy Team, a committee of the Virlina 
District Commission on Witness, is planning a “Meet & 
Greet” for current and interested Racial Justice Advo-
cates.  The event will be on March 18 from 7:00 to 8:00 
pm at the District Resource Center and on zoom.   

A Church of the Brethren Racial Justice Advocate feels 
the call to help their congregation and community learn 
and take action related to race, culture, racism, intercul-
tural respect, and racial injustice to build a Beloved 
Community that protects the dignity of all people. 

Here’s what to expect during this event: 
Find out what a Racial Justice Advocate does. Gather 
with fellow Racial Justice Advocates.  Hear from Stand-
ing with People of Color Committee member Bruce Ros-
enberger.  Meet with Annual Conference Moderator Da-
va Hensley, and Dan Rudy, District Executive Minister, 
who support this COB program. 
We welcome all ages, from youth groups to young 
adults, to seniors, who are eager to learn and grow as 
followers of Jesus.  We hope you will join us! 
The Virlina Racial Advocacy Team asks each of you to 
discuss the SWPOC program with your congregations 
and to encourage your members to become Racial Jus-
tice Advocates.  There is no limit to the number of Racial 
Justice Advocates in each congregation.  Everyone can 
be a Racial Justice Advocate! 
The Virlina Racial Advocacy Team looks forward to see-
ing many of our Virlina congregation members on 
March 18th!  
If you plan to join us, please reply to Angella 
Haranzo, Virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com, or the 
Virlina Racial Advocacy 
Team, VirlinaRacialAdvocacyTeam@gmail.com, to let us 
know. 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT 
March 29, 2025 from 10am-2pm at Hollins Road Church 
of the Brethren, 2404 Hollins Road, Roanoke, VA 24012.  
We will hear from David Radcliff from New Community 
Project, an organization with a big goal; to change the 
world--focusing on environmental sustainability and 
social justice.  Lunch will be provided!  Mark your calen-

dars and join us for some fun, games, food, and fellow-
ship!  Please RSVP to Kim Martin at virlinayouthminis-
tries@gmail.com. 
PILGRIMAGE XXVI 
Pilgrimage XXVI will be held March 21-23, 2025, at 
Camp Bethel.  Pilgrimage is a weekend retreat for adults 
of all ages who want to spend some intimate time with 
our Heavenly Father.  Filled with speakers, small 
groups, worship, reflection, and fun, Pilgrimage offers 
an opportunity for you to share and learn with others as 
we journey together on the road to a deeper relation-
ship with God. God works in wonderful ways through 
this ministry! The only way to truly understand what 
Pilgrimage has to offer is to experience 
it.  Prayerfully consider if this is your year to attend.  If 
you would like more information, please contact Karen 
Haynes at 336-408-0403 
or haynesmk1986@yahoo.com or go 
to www.experiencepilgrimage.com.  
2025 NEW COMMUNITY PROJECT LEARNING TOURS 
– GO. MEET. LEARN. GROW. CHANGE YOURSELF – 
AND YOUR WORLD.  
These trips will take participants of all ages 
to: Borneo in mid-May (orangutans & sun bears, tropi-
cal forests, mangrove restoration); the Ecuadorian Ama-
zon in early June (amazing wildlife, inspiring native 
leaders, threats from palm oil and oil drilling); Lybrook, 
NM in late June (native Dineh craftspeople and tradi-
tional healers, work projects, Chaco Culture historical 
ruins, impacts of fracking); Denali/Kenai Fjords Nation-
al Parks in early August (big mountains, big critters, cli-
mate impacts, seacoast experience); Nepal in mid-
January, 2026 (human trafficking, Himalaya viewpoint, 
Chitwan National Park, NCP support of girls and women 
and environment); South Sudan/Rwanda, February 
2026 (Africa spirituality and hospitality, NCP support 
for girls, women and reforestation, National Park visit 
to see the Big Five). 
For more infor-
mation: www.newcommunityproject.info/learning-

mailto:Virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com
mailto:VirlinaRacialAdvocacyTeam@gmail.com
mailto:haynesmk1986@yahoo.com
http://www.experiencepilgrimage.com/
http://www.newcommunityproject.info/learning-tours
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 Many of us, dare I say most of us, have not in 
any real or significant way been consciously confront-
ed with the question of having to choose between fol-
lowing Jesus and obeying human laws.  Perhaps this is 
because compared to much of Christian history, partic-
ularly in the first three to four centuries of the church’s 
existence, we live in the relatively privileged position 
of having the expectation that we can worship as we 
see fit and that following Jesus will not cost us much of 
anything.  And yet, we serve a Lord who told us that to 
follow him means to deny ourselves and to pick up our 
cross, just like he did (Mark 8:34).  He also said that not 
everyone who says “Lord, Lord” will enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven, but only those who do the will of the Father 
in Heaven (Matthew 7:21-23).  In a world where calling 
oneself a follower of Jesus is often taken to mean being 
a somewhat nicer human being, the Lord our God de-
mands more from us.   
 In our time, we come to face a crossroads that 
is not hitting all of us equally.  We are a church that has 
a great diversity of political and social views, but we 
share a common commitment to Christ Jesus.  The 
promise that we all made at our baptism, to trust in 
Jesus as the Son of God and to receive and trust him as 
your Savior and Lord (For All Who Minister page 136), 
is a promise to put our allegiance to Jesus above all of 
the other allegiances that we claim.  Some persons, 
whom we have received into the family of faith, who 
are our brothers and sisters in Christ, now stand in 
danger of being returned to horrific conditions in plac-
es where they have fled violence and oppression.  Oth-
ers, have faced appalling conditions in detention, simp-
ly as the result of lacking proper papers.  The Lord, 
whom we trust to deliver us from sin and into newness 
of life in both this life and the life to come taught that 
“just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 
25:40).  Earlier in chapter 25, Jesus names several spe-
cific circumstances that are the basis for that judge-
ment saying, “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.” (Matthew 25:35-36). 
 In our current secular discourse, we hear a lot 
about who is or is not worthy of our care, concern and 
consideration.  But as followers of Jesus, our Lord 
makes no distinction.  The weight of scripture is behind 
this call to care for our brothers and sisters in need, 

regardless of the cause of their need.   
 The members and friends of this district have 
given sacrificially to care for the needs of both our 
brothers and sisters and the communities where they 
live who were ravaged by floods and fires.  We gave, 
without asking what church those who received from 
us belonged to or if they otherwise had the right line-
age or place of birth.  We gave of ourselves, I believe, 
because Jesus asked it of us.  The life and witness of 
Jesus, along with the weight of scripture calls us to 
have the same care and concern for the immigrant and 
the stranger, whether or not they have the correct doc-
umentation.   As far back as the book of Exodus, Moses 
commanded, “You shall not oppress a resident alien; 
you know the heart of an alien, for you were aliens in 
the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 23:9).  He repeats that com-
mand in Leviticus saying, “When an alien resides with 
you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.  The 
alien shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall 
love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the 
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 33-
34).  The spirit of these Old Testament laws are echoed 
in Jesus’ reminder to his hometown synagogue that 
there were plenty of deserving people in the land of 
Israel whom God could have sent Elijah and Elisha to 
perform miracles for, but God’s love was not contained 
to the Israelites (Luke 4:25-27, 1 Kings 17:1-16 and 2 
Kings 51-14).   
 As followers of Jesus, we are not responsible for 
the actions of the world around us.  But we are respon-
sible to God for living out our faith in real and concre-
ate ways.  The scriptures and the example of Jesus call 
us to extend God’s love to the stranger, the immigrant 
and those who are imprisoned, regardless of our dis-
comfort or the opposition of those in authority.  When 
it comes to following Jesus, there comes a time when 
faithfulness requires obeying God even if it risks ad-
verse consequences from the human authorities. 
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“‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 

your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.’  But Peter and the 

apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than human authority.’” 

Acts 5:28-29 
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